Through the Bible Scripture Readings — 

Old Testament

Over the course of a little over a year, we read through the Bible during our Sunday morning worship services, selecting a key chapter for each book of the Bible.  

If you missed a Sunday, you can find the passages and some additional information about Old Testament books below. If you are interested in still more information, we suggest the book Talk Thru the Bible by Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa.  Many one-year Bible reading plans are available on the Internet.  Bible Gateway has several helpful plans.

Genesis

· Author:  Moses

· Date (of writing):  approximately 1445-1405 B.C.

· Theme:  beginnings (creation, man, sin, redemption, covenant with Israel)

· Significant Features:  Chapters 1-11 account for approximately 2000 years of history; chapters 12-50 account for approximately 300 years and four men -- Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph).

· Key verse:  12:3 (Abrahamic Covenant)

· Key chapter:  3  (introduction of sin)

Exodus

· Author:  Moses

· Date:  approximately 1405 B.C.

· Theme:  Redemption (seen in the exodus from Egypt, the Passover, covenant, and tabernacle)

· Significant Features:  In addition to physical redemption, the book provides instruction about the covenant and law and the institution of Israel’s corporate worship (chs. 25-40).

· Key verses:  6:6; 19:5-6

· Key chapter:  12 (institution of Passover)

Leviticus

· Author:  Moses

· Date:  approximately 1405 B.C.  (at the end of the wilderness experience)

· Theme:  Holiness (the word appears 87 times in the book)

· Significant Features:  the sacrifices, offerings and feasts proscribed in the book demonstrate that Israel could not keep the law of God to make itself holy, necessitating a work of God’s grace to provide their holiness.

· Key verses:  20:7-8 (see also 1 Pt. 1:15-16)

· Key chapter:  16 (Day of Atonement)

Numbers

· Author:  Moses

· Date:  1405 B.C. (approximately one month before his death.)

· Theme:  Testing.  Will the nation of Israel obey God, or experience His discipline for its disobedience?

· Significant Features:  The book covers the 40 years of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness.

· Key verses:  14:22-23; 20:12.

· Key chapter:  14 (the nation chooses not to enter the Promised Land at Kadesh-Barnea).

Deuteronomy

· Author:  Moses  (Joshua likely wrote chapter 34).

· Date:  1405 B.C. (approximately one month before his death)

· Theme:  the second giving of the Law (Deuteronomy means “second law”)

· Significant Features:  the themes of covenant, “love the Lord your God” (10x), “fear the Lord” (15x), and obey the Lord (10x) are repeated throughout the book.

· Key verses:  30:19-20

· Key chapters:  27-30 (read especially 27:1-28:15; all of Israel’s OT history is an outworking of these chapters of the cycles of “blessing” and “cursing.”)

Joshua

· Author: Joshua

· Date: c. 1390 B.C.

· Theme: the entering, taking, and distribution of the promised land; and the enjoyment of the blessing that comes with obeying God

· Significant Features: transfer of leadership (from Moses to Joshua), emphasis on keeping the law, possessing the land

· Key verse: 1:7-9

· Key chapters: 1, 24

Judges

· Author:  Unknown (perhaps Samuel)

· Date:  between 1043 B.C. (beginning of Saul’s reign) and 1004 B.C. (beginning of David’s reign)

· Theme:  The failure of Israel to obey God and God’s faithfulness to discipline His people (Dt. 27-30).

· Significant Features:  Repeating cycles of disobedience and obedience:  the nation rebels against God, He sends discipline, they repent, He provides a good judge, the judge dies, the people rebel, God sends discipline...

· Key verses:  2:11-14; 21:25 (note the contrast with the end of the book of victory, Josh. 24:14)

· Key chapter:  2

Ruth

· Author:  Unknown

· Date:  Likely during the reign of King David (1010-970 B.C.)

· Theme:  Redemption

· Significant features:  The book demonstrates the function of one who will redeem another -- even a Gentile! -- so Boaz becomes a type of Christ, picturing Christ’s work to redeem sinners.

· Key verses:  1:16; 4:14

· Key chapter:  4

1 Samuel

· Author:  Unknown (Samuel may have written part of it).

· Date:  Sometime after 931 B.C. (death of Solomon)

· Theme:  Transition.  1 Samuel marks the transition from a theocracy (God is King) to a monarchy (a man is king).

· Key people:  Samuel (the decline of the judges) and Saul (the rise of the monarchy in Israel).

· Important doctrines: 

· Doctrine of sin (e.g., the failures of three great men to lead their families:  Eli, Samuel, David).

· The will and sovereignty of God  (e.g., 9:16, despite the rejection of God’s theocracy by the nation in chapter 8).

· the Old Testament doctrine of the Holy Spirit.

· Key verses:  15:22-23; 16:7

· Key chapters:  8, 15

2 Samuel

· Author:  Unknown

· Date:  Sometime after 931 B.C. (death of Solomon); it was written with 1 Samuel as one book.

· Theme:  God’s faithfulness, which is seen in the establishment of the eternal Davidic throne (chs. 1-10) and in his discipline of disobedience (chs. 11-24).

· Key verses:  12:23; 22:19-21

· Key chapters:  7 (Davidic covenant), 11 (David’s sin with Bathsheba)

1 Kings

· Author:  Unknown, though very possibly was prophet Jeremiah.

· Date:  Probably around the year 586 B.C. (final deportation of Judah to Babylon)

· Theme:  A united kingdom is divided, giving evidence to truth that nothing had changed after the institution of the kings (Judg. 21:25) and that the nation is preserved by the faithfulness of God.

· Key people:  Solomon (the last king over a united kingdom) and Elijah.

· Key verses:  2:1-4; 9:4-5

· Key chapters:  3, 11

2 Kings

· Author:  Unknown, though very possibly the prophet Jeremiah.

· Date:  Probably around the year 586 B.C., though the final chapter had to be written around the year 550 B.C.

· Theme:  The decline and destruction of Israel’s kingdom (10 Northern tribes).

· Key person:  Elisha (chs. 2-13).

· Key verses:  17:18, 22-23; 23:27; 24:3

· Key chapters:  17 (Israel’s deportation to Assyria); 25 (Judah’s deportation to Babylon)

1 Chronicles

· Author:  probably Ezra

· Date:  Probably around the year 500 B.C.

· Significance: 

· Though it contains much of the same content as Samuel and Kings, it places more emphasis on the religious history of the nation of Israel and focuses particularly on the Messianic line.

· The book contains many genealogies, which serve to establish the Davidic line to the throne of Israel, and to demonstrate the faithfulness of God to protect His people.

· Theme:  People who genuinely feared God could expect divine favor and blessing.

· Key verses:  15:13-15; 17:11-14

· Key chapters:  13, 17 (compare chapter 17 with 2 Sam. 7)

2 Chronicles

· Author:  Probably Ezra

· Date:  Probably around the year 500 B.C. (written with 1 Chronicles as one book).

· Unique features:  the book covers approximately 430 years (971 B.C. to 538 B.C.)

· Key people:  Solomon, whose failure led to a divided kingdom and Josiah, who was the last righteous king over Judah.

· Theme:  The book serves as a reminder of Israel’s calling as a nation and of God’s faithfulness in spite of Israel’s disobedience and failures.

· Key verse:  16:9

· Key chapter:  34

Ezra 

· Author:  Ezra

· Date:  Around the year 450 B.C.

· Circumstances for writing:  Judah’s captivity in Babylon began in 605 B.C., and Jeremiah prophesied that it would last 70 years (Jer. 25).  Daniel remembered that prophecy, prayed (Dan. 9:2), and God moved in the heart of Cyrus, king of Babylon, to allow the nation of Israel to return to their land (Ez. 1:1).

· Theme:  The restoring grace of God.

· Key events:  the laying of the temple foundation (3:8-11, in 536 B.C.), and the completion of the Temple (6:13-18, in 516 B.C.).

· Key verses:  1:1; 7:10

· Key chapters:  3, 6

Nehemiah

· Author:  Ezra

· Date:  Around the year 440 B.C.

· Circumstance for writing:  After the temple was completed in 516 B.C. (see book of Ezra, above), the people did not complete the restoration of the wall around the city of Jerusalem, leaving them politically vulnerable.  The walls remained in ruins even after the second arrival of Israelites from Babylon in 458 B.C. (when Ezra returned to the land).  Nehemiah then arrived in 445 B.C. and oversaw the reconstruction of the walls in an amazing 52 days!

· Theme:  Rebuilding the wall.

· Key verses:  6:15-16

· Key chapters:  1, 8, 9.

Esther

· Author:  an unknown friend of Mordecai

· Date:  around 450 B.C.

· Circumstance:  During the Babylonian captivity after the first group of exiles returned to Israel (in 536 B.C) and before the second group returned in 457 B.C.  The events of the book occurred between 483 - 473 B.C.

· Uniqueness:  This book does not mention God by name, or prayer, worship, Jerusalem, or the temple, and it is not quoted in the New Testament.  Yet the sovereign hand of God is seen throughout this book.

· Theme:  Preservation through providence.

· Key verse:  4:14

· Key chapters:  4, 8

Job

· Author:  unknown

· Date:  the events of the book likely occurred around the time of Abraham, around 2000 B.C.

· Structure:

· Satan’s test and Job’s suffering (chs. 1-2)

· Job’s friends dialogue with Job  (chs. 3-37)

· God answers Job and his friends  (chs. 28-42)

· Theme:  while widely suggested that the theme is “why do righteous people suffer?” that question is not directly answered in the book.  However, the question, “why should God be worshiped?” or “why do righteous people worship, even when suffering?” is answered (because God is God, chs. 38-42).  So that second question is a better understanding of the theme of the book.

· Key verses:  1:21; 2:10; 5:6-7; 13:15; 37:23-24; 42:1-6

· Key chapters:  1-2, 38-42

Psalms

· Authors:  Various (David wrote the most -- 73)

· Date:  Compiled over a period of approximately 1000 years beginning with Moses (Ps. 90, ca. 1400 B.C.) and ending with the return from the Babylonian captivity (Ps. 126, ca. 450 B.C.).

· Theme:  Worship -- God is worthy of all praise because of who He is, what He has done, and what He will do.

· Uniqueness:  Many Psalms (at least 21) anticipate Christ as the Messiah (e.g., Pss. 2, 23, 24, 40, 110, 118).  This is one reason why NT writers quote Psalms more than any OT book.

· Key verses:  1:1-2; 19:14; 119:11.

· Key chapters:  1, 8, 19, 23, 24, 37, 100, 119, 121, 139, 150.

Proverbs

· Author:  Mostly Solomon (with the primary exception of chs. 30-31; this book contains 513 of the approximate 3000 proverbs written by Solomon).

· Date:  931 B.C.

· What are proverbs?  The word “proverb” means “to be like,” so they are short statements designed to demonstrate truth and wisdom in concrete terms.  They are not absolute promises, but they are principles and guidelines.

· Background:  These proverbs reflect the wisdom God granted Solomon in response to his request (1 Kings 4:29ff); they were primarily written before his heart was turned away from God (1 Kings 11).

· Structure:  

· wisdom for the young (chs 1-9)

· wisdom for everyone (chs 11-31)

· Topics:  Proverbs covers many different topics, including:

· relationships with God

· relationships with fellow men

· family relations, especially marriage and parenting

· character

· fear of God

· sin and righteousness

· idolatry

· immorality

· life and death

· tongue and words

· work

· wealth

· anger

· Key verses:  1:7; 9:10; 3:5-6.

· Key chapter:  1.

Ecclesiastes

· Author:  Solomon

· Date:  ca. 935 B.C.

· Theme:  the vanity of the pursuit of please as an end in itself.  Joy is experienced in life, but only as it is seen as a gift of God  (e.g., 2:24-26).

· Key verses:  12:13-14

· Key chapters:  1, 12.

Song of Solomon

· Author:  Solomon

· Date:  935 B.C. -- early in his reign, before his heart had been turned to other gods.

· Theme:  There are many interpretations to this book!  It is best to understand it as a historical relationship between Solomon and his bride to demonstrate the joy and beauty of God-ordained intimacy in marriage.

· “Speakers:”  Solomon, his bride (the Shulamite), and a chorus (daughters of Jerusalem).

· Structure: 

· Courtship  (1:1 - 3:5)

· Marriage  (3:6 - 5:1)

· Conflict/Resolution and Consummation  (5:2 - 8:14)

· Key verse:  7:10

· Key chapter:  2

Isaiah

· Author:  Isaiah

· Date:  ca. 680 B.C.

· Structure:  written to the southern tribes of Judah, this “Mount Everest of Hebrew prophecy” can be divided easily into two sections --

· Prophecies of Condemnation and Judgment  (chs. 1-39)

· Prophecies of Comfort and Hope  (chs. 40-66)

· Theme:  Salvation.  Some have called Isaiah the prophet “the Paul of the Old Testament,” both because of similar personal characteristics, as well as the richness of their theologies.  The word “salvation” appears 26 times in Isaiah, but only seven times in all the other prophets combined!  Salvation is of the Lord -- which accounts for its emphasis on the Messiah (chs. 7, 9, 53).

· Key verses:  6:5-7; 9:6-7; 40:1; 53:6.

· Key chapters: 6, 40, 53.

Jeremiah

· Author:  Jeremiah

· Date:  ca. 590 B.C. (before the final fall of Jerusalem)

· Theme:  Warning -- of the impending doom that will befall the nation of Israel (through the Babylonian captivity) if it does not repent of its sin.

· Key theological theme:  the new covenant is promised in chapter 31, providing hope that despite the judgment of God, His covenant with Israel that was promised to Abraham was not forsaken.  So while Jeremiah warned Israel of the coming judgment, he also encouraged them with the truth of the coming restoration.

· Key verses:  29:10 (cf. Dan. 9:2); 31:31-34

· Key chapter:  31

Lamentations

· Author:  Jeremiah

· Date:  586 B.C. (immediately after the fall of Jerusalem)

· Characteristics:  Regarded as the saddest book in Scripture, it is a series of five “dirges of death.”  While Job reflects the suffering of an individual, this book reflects the suffering of a nation.

· Theme:  Doom and hope.  The doom is the result of Israel’s sinful rejection of God and His consequent wrath; the hope is the confidence in forgiveness that comes from God for genuine confession of sin.

· Key verses:  3:22-24

· Key chapter:  3

Ezekiel

· Author:  Ezekiel

· Date:  565, approximately mid-way through the Babylonian captivity.

· Relationship to other prophets:  Ezekiel prophesied at the same time as Jeremiah and Daniel, and like Daniel prophesied to Judah as an exile in Babylon.

· Theme:  Restoration and the hope of the reconstruction of the nation (cf. chs. 47-48).

· Key words:  “know that I am the Lord” (appear more than 50 times).

· Key verses:  36:24-27 (the New Covenant)

· Key chapter:  37

Daniel

· Author:  Daniel

· Date:  ca. 530 B.C.  (Daniel remained in Babylon after the Israelites began returning to their country)

· Theme:  God’s eternal preservation of His people, seen through the eyes of individuals (chs. 1-6) and through prophecies (chs. 7-12).

· Importance:  Without Daniel it would be very difficult to understand and interpret NT prophecy (such as Mt. 24-25, 2 Thess. 2 and the book of Revelation).

· Key verses:  2:44; 7:13-14

· Key chapters:  each chapter carries major significance; we read chapter 3.

Hosea

· Author:  Hosea

· Date:  ca. 710 B.C.

· Circumstances:  Hosea prophesied during the declining years of Israel (the 10 Northern tribes), before the Assyrian captivity.

· Unusual Feature:  This is perhaps the most unusual book in Scripture.  Hosea was instructed by God to marry Gomer, who was an adulteress (ch. 1); after she left him, he bought her back (under the command of God) from slavery (ch. 3) as a demonstration of covenant, loyal love -- the kind of faithful love God has for His covenanted people, Israel.

· Theme:  God’s loyal love.

· Key verses:  4:1, 6; 11:1, 8-9

· Key chapters:  1, 3, 14

Joel

· Author:  Joel the prophet (he may also have been a priest)

· Date:  835 B.C.  (at the same time as the ministry of Elisha)

· Theme:  the coming day of the Lord, which would come with both judgment and the promise of restoration for repentant Israel.

· NT quotations:  this short book is quoted in both Acts (2:17-21) and Romans (10:13).

· Key verse:  2:11

· Key chapter:  2

Amos

· Author:  Amos

· Date:  ca. 760 B.C.

· Circumstances:  There was great prosperity in business; nationalism and optimism were widespread.  But hypocrisy in worship was also common, particularly in violating the social laws of the Mosaic Covenant (e.g., 4:1-2).

· Theme:  the judgment of Israel (the 10 northern tribes).  While God’s grace is also revealed, the only verses in the book that offer the hope of restoration are the final five verses of the book).

· Key verses:  3:1-2

· Key chapter:  9.

Obadiah

· Author:  Obadiah (There are 13 Obadiah’s in the OT; of those, there are four strong possibilities of the identity of the author of this book, but it is uncertain which one of those four it is.)

· Date:  ca. 840 B.C.

· Uniqueness:  This is the shortest OT book, and the prophecy is against the pagan nation of Edom.  This nation was the product of Esau’s lineage, illustrating the ongoing struggle between Jacob and Esau.

· Theme:  the judgment of Edom because of its cruelty against Judah (exemplifying passages such as 1 Cor 10:12).

· Applications to the current day:

· Pride is at the heart of all sin -- beware of your own pride.

· Regardless of how prosperous one may appear to be, there is always judgment for sin, and yet restoration is also always available for the repentant.

· Key verses:  1:10

· Key chapter:  1.

Jonah

· Author:  Jonah (Though much of the book is written in the third person, the details of the story provide strong evidence that Jonah himself must have written it.)

· Date:  ca. 793-753 B.C.

· Circumstances:  Israel’s idolatrous pride prompted Hosea and Amos to prophesy of coming judgment through the nation of Assyria.  Jonah was then sent by God to preach repentance to Assyria, which he was reluctant to do (why preach repentance to the nation that would take his nation captive?).

· Theme:  God’s grace (to Nineveh and Jonah).

· Lessons:

· God is compassionate on all nations, not just His chosen people.

· God is sovereign to accomplish His purposes.

· If Hosea was a picture of God’s love for His disobedient people, then Jonah is a picture of Israel’s disobedience to God’s love and grace.

· Key verses:  3:10-4:2

· Key chapter:  4.

Micah

· Author:  Micah (whose name means “who is like God?”)

· Date:  ca. 735-710 B.C.

· He wrote both before and after the Assyrian captivity, which took the ten northern tribes (“Israel”) into captivity in 722 B.C.

· He was a contemporary of Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos.

· Theme:  Condemnation for Judah’s (the 2 southern tribes) social injustice (e.g., 2:2ff).  Note that with this judgment, however, there is also again the evidence of God’s provision of grace through his extended waiting for repentance and his offer of forgiveness (e.g., 7:18).

· Structure:  The book is comprised of three sermons, all beginning “hear now” (chs. 1-2, 3-5, 6-7).

· Prophecy of Christ:  5:2

· Key verses:  6:8; 7:18

· Key chapters:  6-7.

Nahum

· Author:  Nahum (an abbreviation for Nehemiah, which means “Comfort of God”)

· Date:  ca. 660 B.C.

· Uniqueness:  it is one of two books in the Bible addressed explicitly to unbelievers (Obadiah is the other).  This book is addressed to the nation of Nineveh.

· Circumstances:  Jonah had prophesied approximately 150 years earlier against Nineveh and the nation had repented.  In the intervening years, they returned to their sinful lives and now faced the judgment of God again.  Nineveh’s destruction came in 612 B.C. (demonstrating God’s grace in how long He waited before judging the nation).

· Theme:  The greatness of God and the severity of His judgment against unbelievers.  This book is a stimulant to evangelism for a believers and a severe warning for unbelievers.

· Key verses:  1:7-8; 3:5-7

· Key chapter:  1    

Habakkuk

· Author:  Habbakuk

· Date:  ca. 609 B.C.

· Circumstances: Violence and injustice characterizes the nation of Judah.  Both the people of Judah and the kings of Judah have rejected the Lord.  Habakkuk calls on God to answer his questions:  Why are the wicked prospering?  Why are the righteous persecuted?  And why does it seem as if God doesn’t care and isn’t doing anything about it?  God tells Habakkuk that he will use the nation of Babylon to judge the people of Judah.

· Theme:  God can be trusted and His plan is perfect even when it does not appear that He is at work.  People should trust in the Lord of their salvation and wait on Him.

· Key verse:  2:4

· Key chapter:  3

Zephaniah

· Author:  Zephaniah, a great grandson of the godly king Hezekiah (1:1), making him the only prophet of royal lineage.

· Date:  ca. 630-625 B.C.  

· Circumstances:  Prophesying during the reign of Josiah, Zephaniah was preparing Judah (the Southern two tribes of Israel) for the Babylonian captivity, which began in 605 B.C.

· Theme (and key word):  “The day of the Lord,” which is used directly 6 times and referred to another 7 times.  When he uses this term, Zephaniah has two things in mind:

· the coming day of judgment (e.g., 1:1-3:8 and the Babylonian captivity)

· the coming day of blessing and restoration (e.g., 3:9-20, which ultimately would produce the Millennial Kingdom)

· Key verses:  1:14-15; 3:5

· Key chapter:  1

Haggai

· Author:  Haggai (one of 3 post-exilic prophets)

· Date:  September 1 - December 24, 520 B.C.  (Haggai was a contemporary of Ezra; see Ezra 4-6.)

· Circumstances:  Haggai returned to Jerusalem from the Babylonian captivity with the first group of returnees in 538 B.C.  Reconstruction of the temple began immediately, but was stopped in 534 B.C. because of opposition.  Haggai and Zechariah were then called by God to prophecy in 520 B.C. so the temple would be completed, which it was in 516 B.C.

· Key verses:  1:7-8; 2:7-9

· Key chapter:  1.

Zechariah

· Author:  Zechariah (one of 3 post-exilic prophets)

· Date:  520 B.C.  (Zechariah was a contemporary of Haggai, carrying the same message to rebuild the Temple after the return to Jerusalem.)

· Theme:  God’s covenant faithfulness as a stimulant to obedience (particularly, the obedience to rebuild the Temple).

· Key verse:  9:9

· Key chapter:  14.

Malachi

· Author:  Malachi, whose name means, “Messenger of Yahweh.”  Nothing else is known about him.

· Date:  ca. 430 B.C.  He prophesied almost 100 years after Haggai and Zechariah).

· Circumstances:  Many years had passed since the temple was rebuilt and the sacrifices were re-instituted.  Yet the priests had become corrupt (1:6-2:9), offerings were being neglected (3:7-12), and the people were intermarrying with pagans (2:10-16). 

· Theme:  The disintegration of a nation, which could be summed up in the people’s statement, “God is not worth serving” (3:14).  Yet God demonstrates His love with the promise of a coming Messiah (3:1; 4:5-6).  When they repent, blessing will be restored.

· Uniqueness:  The end of this book initiates a period of more than 400 years of “silence” from God -- it would be that long before another prophet would speak on behalf of God.

· Key verse:  2:17-3:1

· Key chapter:  3.

