Reading Exodus

Exodus Overview

· Author:  Moses

· Date:  approximately 1405 B.C.

· Theme:  Redemption (seen in the exodus from Egypt, the Passover, covenant, and tabernacle)

· Significant Features:  In addition to physical redemption, the book provides instruction about the covenant and law and the institution of Israel’s corporate worship (chs. 25-40).

· Key verses:  6:6; 19:5-6

· Key chapter:  12 (institution of Passover)

General Structure

The book can be generally divided in two large sections. The first 19 chapters mainly contain narrative, while the remainder of the book largely contains laws. More specifically, it can be divided as follows: 

1) redemption from Pharaoh (Chaps. 1-18)

2) the establishment of God’s covenant (19-24)

3) law (Ten Commandments and subsequent laws)

4) worship (25-40). 

Unger points out that in Genesis, God had been connected with the Israelites only through His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. However, in Exodus, He brings the whole nation to Himself through redemption and the Mosaic Covenant. In fact, “the entire book is typical of the person and work of Christ.” [Merrill Unger, Unger’s Bible Handbook] Furthermore, Unger concludes his discussion of the book, by stating, “This truly is the book of redemption.”

Themes

Whereas the book of Genesis can be summed up by the word “beginnings,” the key word in Genesis is redemption.  Throughout the book, God demonstrates his redemptive acts to the nation through the flight from Egypt, the Passover, the provision of food in the wilderness, and the erection of the tabernacle as a place of redemption as well.

In fact, Exodus is the foundation for many great theological themes like “redemption, salvation, election, worship, law, covenant and priesthood.  The Exodus has been called a paradigm of the Christian faith (i.e., a parallel of Christian experience):  bondage, deliverance, wandering, and the promised land.” [F.B. Huey, Exodus.]

Types of Christ

In stating that redemption is a key to the book of Exodus, Unger also points out that much of the material in the book is typical of Christ, and points to His redeeming work on the cross. For instance, the Passover lamb in Chapter 12 clearly typifies the crucifixion of Christ.  Additionally, the manna in ch. 16 is typical of Christ (cf. Jn. 6:33-35) and the water coming from the rock in ch. 17 typifies Christ as the Giver of the Spirit.  Additionally, “The smitten rock illustrates the death of Christ resulting in an outpoured Spirit because of an accomplished redemption (Acts 2:1-4).”  Also, the law which is given in chs. 20-23, was “to lead the people to Christ, to whom it pointed in detail, that they might be saved by faith (Gal 3:24).”

Miracles of Exodus

Exodus includes lengthy descriptions of miracles which God performed.  These are intended to illustrate to mankind that a higher power than man is at work.  While some of the initial miracles were designed by God to get the Israelites to accept Moses as their leader, the majority of the miracles involved the 10 plagues on Egypt.  Some writers have noted that with the exception of the death of all the firstborn, all of the plagues could have occurred naturally in Egypt.  There were, though, distinct features of the miracles which proved that their origin was with God. These are:

(1) intensification, whereby the phenomenon was extremely severe

(2) acceleration, whereby all these great plagues occurred within a relatively short space of time

(3) specification, whereby the land of Goshen was exempted from certain plagues

(4) prediction, whereby Moses was able to foretell when the plagues would occur [MacRae, ZPEB, 2: 440.1

The final group of miracles occurred in the wilderness journey of the nation.  They include such things as the parting of the Red Sea, water flowing from the rock, and the provision of manna from heaven.  It seems that these things were done to further prove to the Israelites that their God was indeed all-powerful and that He would provide according to their needs.

Laws in Exodus

Exodus is a major turning point in the development of the nation of Israel. In Genesis, God established the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In Exodus, He set the guidelines that the nation was to follow in their relationship with Him.   While it is true that to a certain extent the laws were needed simply to govern the people and provide order not only to their worship but also to their relationships with one another, there was a greater reason for the Law.

As Paul points out in Galatians, the Law was a tutor to lead people to Christ (3:15ff, esp. v. 24).  In other words, the Law was designed by God to demonstrate to the people their inability to be perfect (e.g., Mt. 5:48) so that they would turn to God for a righteousness not of their own.

Conclusion

There are several major developments in the book of Exodus: 

1) salvation from the Egypt (1-11)

2) institution of the Passover and redemption (12-15)

3) the establishment of the covenant (19-24)

4) the beginning of formal worship (25-40). [Bernard Ramm, His Way Out.]  

In each of these developments, God is pre-eminent.  He is seen to work sovereignly in delivering his people from Pharaoh, and then providing for them in a miraculous way in the wilderness as well.  Additionally, there are numerous types of Christ to be found in the book. God is preparing His people for the coming of their Messiah in each of these things, as was discussed earlier.

In conclusion, the book can probably be best summarized by the quotation from Unger given in the beginning of this discussion. “This truly is a book of redemption.”  Everything in the book points to one of the great gifts of God, the redemption of fallen men to fellowship with Himself — the flight from Egypt, the Passover, the Covenant, and the Tabernacle.

