THE LEVITICAL OFFERINGS
The Offering
What It Expressed
The Resulting Act of God
1.
Trespass
A sense of sorrow and penitence 
Forgiveness                



over some wrongdoing.

2.
Sin
A sense of guilt and sin.
Pardon
3.
Peace
A sense of distance from God.
A restored relationship
4.
Meal
A sense of gratitude because of
Acceptance


indebtedness.

5.
Burnt
A sense of devotion to the will of God
A sense of God’s Ownership.


The simplest way to grasp the spiritual meaning of these five offerings is to imagine an Israelite worshipper coming to the priest in these five different conditions of soul.


 Imagine, then, a worshipper who has stolen one of his neighbour’s sheep. He has returned the stolen animal to its owner, but now he feels the need of forgiveness from God. He comes to the priest and asks for Instructions as to what to do. The priest explains that for such an offence the man must bring a trespass-offering — a lamb, or two doves, or a handful of flour, according to his means. He does this, and is assured of God’s forgiveness. (Read Lev. 5:6-13).


Next day the man comes again to the priest. This time the trouble on his conscience is heavier and deeper. God has forgiven him his act of theft, but he feels that, not only has he consciously sinned, but that he is a sinner. What must he do? The priest orders him to bring a sin-offering, that he may receive God’s pardon. (This is described in Leviticus 4.)


Next day the man is back again to the priest. This time he explains that, in spite of having received both pardon and forgiveness from God, he still feels a sense of distance and estrangement between him and God. He is told to bring a peace-offering — not a sacrifice to meet his sin, but “an offering of…sweet savour unto the Lord.” (Study chap. 3.)


Next day the man is back once again. This time his heart is not burdened with guilt, but anxious to give thanks to God for all His favours — the blessings of pardon, forgiveness, and the sense of restored relationship. He is instructed to bring a meal-offering. This is to be of “fine flour…oil…and…frankincense” — not an offering with shedding of blood, but another “sweet savour unto the Lord” (chap. 2).


Finally, the man pays his fifth and last visit to the priest. What more can he possibly seek from God? Just this. He longs to yield himself wholly to the One to whom he owes so much. First he came feeling sorry for a sin he had committed, and by bringing a trespass-offering he received forgiveness. Then he came feeling guilty as a sinner, and by a sin-offering he received pardon. Then he came with a sense of distance from God, and through bringing a peace-offering he went away with a sense of renewed relationship with God. Then his heart was filled with a great desire to express his gratitude to God, and he came with a meal-offering which said “Thank you” to God. Now, finally, as an act of utter devotion to the will of God, and craving God’s complete ownership, he has brought a burnt-offering. (This is in chap 1. It is a bullock, v. 5; or sheep, v. 10; or birds, v. 14; and “a sweet savour unto the Lord,” v. 17.)
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