Chapter 6

First and Second Chronicles
1 Chronicles Overview

· Author:  probably Ezra

· Date:  Probably around the year 500 B.C. (written with 2Chronicles as one book)

· Unique features:  2 Chronicles covers approximately 430 years (971 B.C. to 538 B.C.)

· Significance: 

· Though they contain much of the same content as Samuel and Kings, they place more emphasis on the religious history of the nation of Israel and focus particularly on the Messianic line.

· The books contain many genealogies, which serve to establish the Davidic line to the throne of Israel, and to demonstrate the faithfulness of God to protect His people.

· Theme of 1 Chronicles:  People who genuinely feared God could expect divine favor and blessing.

· Theme of 2 Chronicles:  The book serves as a reminder of Israel’s calling as a nation and of God’s faithfulness in spite of Israel’s disobedience and failures.

· Key verses:  1 Chron. 15:13-15; 17:11-14; 2 Chron. 16:9

· Key chapters:  1 Chron. 13, 17 (compare chapter 17 with 2 Sam. 7); 2 Chron. 34

Theme

While much of the content of Chronicles is found in Kings, the author’s emphases reveal his unique themes. For instance, because the genealogy in First Chronicles is obviously selective, it can be concluded that he is focusing on the progression of the nation from Adam through the patriarchs to the establishment of the tribes in the promised land. [Samuel J. Schultz, ZPEB, 1: 814.]  And in every recitation of the genealogies, the author is demonstrating supremely the faithfulness and grace of God to preserve His people.  While many of the stories of the individuals in these accounts are lost to us, undoubtedly the nation at the time knew many of them and those names served as reminders of God’s faithful work for His people.

Schultz also points out that there is a repeated emphasis on the Ark and the Temple and the observance of the feasts as well as the significance of the periods of revival after Israel’s repeated failures. [Schultz, p. 815.] No doubt this was to stress the importance of proper worship to the people, and to give them examples of God’s blessing on those who followed after Him, such as David, whose great sin is not mentioned in these books. 

In harmony with this idea, Jamieson writes, “The leading object of the book seems to have been to show the division of families, possessions, &c., before the captivity, with a view to the exact restoration of the same order after the return from Babylon.” [Robert Jamieson, 2: xxi.]  

In conclusion, then, the purpose can be explained as the writer wanting to emphasize to the Israelites “that people who really feared God could expect divine favor and blessing. As God’s people, they had a covenant relationship with Him. Defection from their commitment as God’s people and disobedience to the prophets who were God’s spokesmen often brought God’s judgment.” [Schultz, p. 812.]

Content

First Chronicles initially reviews the genealogies from Adam through David, thereby establishing the Davidic line as the kingly line. It then proceeds to review the life of David as king over Israel. Second Chronicles then follows this with the succession of Solomon to the throne over Israel, and then to the succeeding kings of Judah. However, it is interesting to notice that while Kings deals extensively with both the kings of Israel and Judah, Chronicles deals almost exclusively with the kings of Judah. “[Second Chronicles] centers in the Lord’s gracious dealing with the Davidic house. The northern kingdom is referred to as summarily as possible. It was regarded as not representing true Israel and hence not important.” [Merrill Unger, Unger’s Bible Handbook, p. 247.]

Second Chronicles also includes the record of Israel’s captivity under Babylon. Unger suggests that Chronicles points to Judah’s apostasy from Deuteronomic law as the reason for the captivity as God’s judgment. [Unger, p. 247.]  However, the book does close on a positive note as it records the decree of Cyrus of Persia to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. Furthermore, it also records his allowance for the release of the Israelites from captivity. 

The books of Chronicles also begin with the Adam, the first man and conclude with Cyrus, the greatest ruler of men to that time. They also contain the stories of David and Solomon, the two great rulers of Israel.  Sailhamer points out, “David and Solomon, play leading roles in the drama of redemption and blessing that binds together the events of Israel’s history.  The other two men, Adam and Cyrus, formed, in the author’s day, the beginning and culmination of all the families of the earth for whom God’s redemption and blessing was intended.” [p. 14.]  Consequently, the two books are a unit that completed the history of the world unto the time in which they were written.

The Significance of Chronicles

While there is much material in these books which overlap with Kings, Jamieson points out, “there is so much new and important information given in this book, that, as Jerome has well said, the Chronicles furnish the means of comprehending parts of the New Testament, which must have been unintelligible without them.” [Jamieson, p. xxii.] Therefore, Chronicles was significant not only to Ezra as he stressed the importance of proper worship to the Israelite people, but it is also important to understanding some aspects of the New Testament today as well.

Comparison of Kings and Chronicles

Both Kings and Chronicles deal essentially with the same time period in the history of Israel and Judah, yet they’ do differ in the manner that the books are written. Unger points out, “The books of Kings were written before the Captivity, the books of Chronicles after that event (1 Chron. 6:15).  Kings traces the history from the prophetic viewpoint, Chronicles from the priestly approach, emphasizing the temple ritual.” [Unger, p. 242.]

Textual problems in Chronicles

Many critics defend the errancy of the Bible by pointing to some of the chronological or genealogical problems or omissions in Chronicles (such as J. S. Wright in The New Bible Dictionary, p. 212). However, Gleason Archer has pointed out several important things in regard to these “errors.”  Archer is quick to show that the liberals have exaggerated the numerical problems in the book, and that in one-third of the problem cases, the number in Chronicles is lower than in Kings or Samuel. Furthermore, many of the number differentials and slight discrepancies in names can be obviously traced to transmission errors, which he points out does not mandate an errant text since inerrancy is based on the autographa. He concludes by stating, “It is safe to say that all the so-called discrepancies that have been alleged are capable of resolution either by textual criticism or contextual exegesis.” [Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, pp. 392-5.]

Conclusion

While there is a great deal of overlap between Chronicles and Kings, Ezra stressed different things in recounting the events of the Kings. He used these books to illustrate to the Israelites the fact that God would bless those who did what was right in the sight of God, and curse those who did not.  God is faithful to preserve His covenant with His chosen people, Israel. 
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