Chapter 2

Jeremiah

Jeremiah Overview

· Author:  Jeremiah

· Date:  ca. 590 B.C. (before the final fall of Jerusalem)

· Theme:  Warning of the impending doom that will befall the nation of Israel (through the Babylonian captivity) if it does not repent of its sin.

· Key theological theme:  the new covenant is promised in chapter 31, providing hope that despite the judgment of God, His covenant with Israel that was promised to Abraham was not forsaken.  So while Jeremiah warned Israel of the coming judgment, he also encouraged them with the truth of the coming restoration.

· Key verses:  29:10 (cf. Dan. 9:2); 31:31-34

· Key chapter:  31
Theme

Like the other books of the prophets, Jeremiah is a warning to the Israelite people to return to their God from a life of sin. Archer says it is a “stern warning to Judah to turn from idolatry and sin to avoid the catastrophe of exile. Every class of Hebrew society was condemned as inexcusably guilty. Because Judah refused to repent, the Babylonian captivity was inevitable.… Nevertheless, the day would come when Israel would be delivered by the Messiah, the Righteous Branch; therefore true Israel should always trust in God alone, never in the arm of the flesh.” [Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, p. 347.]

While Isaiah prophesied during the Assyrian domination, Jeremiah prophesied shortly before the fall of the Assyrians to the Babylonians. But Judah refused to listen to his warnings and repent, so she went into captivity. It was after the destruction of Judah, then, that Jeremiah wrote Lamentations as he saw the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  Consequently, the themes of Jeremiah and Lamentations complement each other.  Jeremiah is a forecasting of the impending doom while Lamentations is a sorrowing over the doom that did come to pass.

Key Passages

There are several key passages in this book. Probably the most prominent deals with the establishment of the New Covenant (see below).  The other key passages relate to the duration of the Babylonian Captivity.  In 25:11 and 29:10, Jeremiah reveals that the captivity will last for 70 years.  It is these passages, then that Daniel has probably read 9:2 when he goes to the Lord in prayer, seeking fulfillment of that prophecy. And it is this same prophecy that is then fulfilled in Ezra 1:1 through the decree of Cyrus of Persia, allowing the Israelites to return to Jerusalem. Jeremiah is then not only instrumental in warning the people of their impending captivity, but it also serves as a vehicle for their release some 70 years later. 

The New Covenant
An integral part of Jeremiah is his concept of the covenant between God and Israel. He recognized that God had established a suzerainty treaty with His nation as early as the time of Moses, and that as such, there entailed a curse upon the people if they would reject God.  Consequently, Jeremiah “recognized that he was living under a [covenant] relationship which God had established with the fathers of Israel of old (Jer. 3l:32). He also looked forward to a new testament that God would yet reveal.” [Payne, ZPEB, p. l004.] Once these prophets realized that they were living under this treaty, their goal “was therefore to reactivate national commitment to the ‘covenant stipulations.’” [Payne, p. 1010.]

So while Jeremiah was condemning the people of their sins against God, he also encouraged them by revealing to them that God would provide a future restoration for’ them in chapters 30-33.

“Jeremiah dogmatically asserted that the Israelites would again be brought back from exile.… A new covenant was to be made between God and His people.  Unlike the old covenant that they had broken, the new covenant would be written upon their hearts.…Desolation and ruin would be replaced by prosperity, so that the Israelites would once more be jubilant and thankful in. making their sacrifices to God.…Israel’s national fortunes would be restored with an innumerable multitude enjoying the blessings of the Davidic covenant ands ministry of the Levites. [Samuel Schultz, ZPEB, p. 447.]

This, then, constitutes the new covenant that the people would live under. Like the Abrahamic Covenant on which the New Covenant is based (as the fulfillment of the “blessing” portion of the Abrahamic Covenant) this covenant is also unconditional — God’s fulfillment of this covenant is “conditioned” only on His person and faithful character and not on any act of obedience of the Israelite people.

While this covenant has not yet been fulfilled, through the death and resurrection of Christ, it has been initiated (Lk. 22:20). [For a more detailed discussion of this, see “The New Covenant.”]

Jeremiah the Man

Jeremiah is referred to as the weeping prophet, not because of his weak character, but because of his great concern for his people to whom he was ministering, and because of this attribute, he is considered by some commentators to be “the most human” of the prophets.  

The character of Jeremiah is probably best summarized by the following statement:  “Jeremiah’s character proves his Divine mission:  mild, timid, and susceptible of melancholy, yet intrepid in the discharge of his prophetic functions, not sparing the prince any more than the meanest of his subjects — the Spirit of Prophecy controlling his natural temper, and qualifying him for his hazardous undertaking without doing violence to his individuality. [Fausset, p. xxv.]  Because of his strong character, he was able to minister to the people with his heart for more than 40 years, and yet not succumb to disillusionment when the people continually rejected his message of warning.  In fact, Jeremiah carried out his ministry, trusting God would fulfill His divine purposes with His people, in spite of being promised by God that his ministry would be rejected by the people (7:27-34).

Theology in Jeremiah

Like many of the books of the prophets, Jeremiah had an extremely high view of God as the sovereign creator of the universe. God controls all things, and man is but putty in His hands (18:6).  This might be a reference to Job 33, 38-41, where Job is instructed of the awesome power of God.  Furthermore, Paul refers to this passage in Romans 9 when discussing the futility of man’s free will in opposition to the sovereignty of God.  Other great doctrines found in this book are: God’s disdain for sin (2-13, 16-17); hope in an eternal, future restoration for the nation (30-33); His love for His people (2, 31); God as the creator of the universe (27-28); and His demand for obedience (7). [Thomson, The New Bible Dictionary, p. 609-10.]  While this list is incomplete, it does indicate the high regard Jeremiah had for YAHWEH, even when the people continued to live in sin.

Conclusion

Jeremiah was concerned with getting the people to return to their God who had created a suzerainty treaty with them in Exodus. However, the people refused to listen to the warnings of Jeremiah, and one reads in ch. 52 of the deportation of the Jews into the Babylonian captivity under Nebuchadnezzar. However, this book is not a book of complete despair, for it also foreshadows their release some 70 years later, and also contains hope for them in the future Millennial Kingdom.  Jeremiah also complements Lamentations, for the latter book is Jeremiah’s lament over the failure of the people to listen to him and the resulting destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. 
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