Reading 2 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians Overview

· Author:  Paul 
· Date:  52 A.D., no more than a year after writing 1 Thessalonians.  He wrote both from Corinth.

· Circumstances:  After writing 1 Thessalonians, Paul heard of false teaching that had arisen in Thessalonica concerning Christ’s second coming.  This letter is written to address those issues.

· Key verses:  3:3-5

· Key chapter:  2

Authorship and Date

The author of 2 Thessalonians is Paul, as attested by 1:1 and 3:17.  The tone and style of the letter are also typical of Pauline literature, and its themes are similar to those in 1 Thessalonians.  The earlier letter culminates with the topics of the Rapture and the Advent of Christ, while the latter epistle addresses the topics of the Antichrist, Christ’s return and the Day of the Lord.  Furthermore, the prayers in both epistles are similar (cf. 1 Th. 3:11-13; 5:23; 2 Th. 2:16-17; 3:16), as are their declarations of thanks (1 Th. 1:2-3; 2 Th. 1:3) and transitions (1 Th. 4:1; 2 Th. 3:1).

The letter itself provides information that allows the date to be pinpointed.  It begins by stating that Paul, Silas (Silvanus) and Timothy were together at its writing.  From Acts 18:5 it is known that these three were together at the beginning of Paul’s second missionary journey in Corinth.  However, there is no other occasion when they are known to be together at the same time and location.  It is likely that Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians shortly after arriving in Corinth, and having received information about the continued struggles in the Thessalonian church (it is not known who brought him this information), then wrote the second letter, which is likely to have occurred within months of his first letter, and probably no more than 18 months.  Thus, the date for this letter is approximately A.D. 52.

Background to 2 Thessalonians

As this letter so quickly followed 1 Thessalonians, the circumstances for these two letters was very similar.  This church was still undergoing persecution (1:4) and still demonstrated confusion about the return of Christ (2:1-2).  Furthermore, the problem of idleness because of the confusion about the second advent still remained (3:6-15).

Part of the confusion of the Thessalonians was due in part to someone writing in Paul’s name (2:2) that the day of the Lord had already occurred.  And it is quite possible that they had construed from this teaching that this was the reason for their suffering (1:4). 

Some have suggested that this letter may have been written prior to First Thessalonians.  However, the letter itself seems to address that issue when Paul writes in 2:15 “…you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.”  Such a letter seems to presuppose the existence of 1 Thessalonians.

Relationship Between First and Second Thessalonians

While there are a number of features that suggest similarities between First and Second Thessalonians, there are also some interesting contrasts in the book.  For instance, 1 Thessalonians stresses the coming of the Lord in the air for His believers; 2 Thessalonians emphasizes the coming of Christ to earth with His believers.  In 1 Thessalonians the coming of Christ is dominant; in 2 Thessalonians the coming of the Antichrist is dominant.  In 1 Thessalonians Paul uses the term “the Day of Christ” (referring to the Rapture); in 2 Thessalonians he uses the term “the Day of the Lord.”  Finally, in 1 Thessalonians there is much said about comfort; in 2 Thessalonians the emphasis is on correction.

Purpose of 2 Thessalonians 

Second Thessalonians was written by Paul to correct the misconceptions about the Lord’s coming and their behavior in relationship to His coming and to encourage them to live in the peace of God despite their suffering circumstances.
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