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Ephesians 4:13
Pastor who answered his own cell phone while he was conducting a funeral service!  Sometimes we are too attached to our technology.

Two women were lost and followed their guidance system and were taken into a creek rather than the Interstate.  On their GPS were the words “Never lost.”

There are a couple of dangers that all of us face in ministry.  Sometimes we mindlessly follow the route designed by others so that we don’t reach Christ’s goal for the church.  And other times we don’t know Christ’s right destination.  We accomplish the mission that we have set but don’t understand that it’s the wrong mission.

Most of the discussion about the church’s mission is the mission to the world.  But little is being said about the rest of the mission.  We have a mission outward, but we also have a mission upward — worship.  And there is also an inward mission — a mission to itself.  God has not only given the goal, but also the goal.

In Ephesians 4:7-10, God gives us the goal and how to get there.  Christ’s plan for my church and your church has five simple parts.

· Christ distributes spiritual gifts to the members of the church

· Christ gives gifted men to the church

· Those gifted men are to equip the members of the church

· The members then accomplish the service of the church

· The outcome of this work produces the growth of the church.

That’s the plan.  If you take a different route, don’t be surprised if you find yourself down a boat ramp and in a creek.

The question is, where is that route taking us?  Verse 13 marks out the goals of the church in its mission to itself.

Notice the connector — until.  This is how long we are to follow this plan.  Until we all attain — until we all complete the journey.  The process of spiritual growth is a long spiritual journey.  There are no short cuts to spiritual maturity.  Spiritual growth is like the process of physical growth — it is a long journey.  Some times it is like a long journey with children in the back seat.  But one day we will all arrive at the destination.
You and I also will arrive — notice Paul says we all will arrive.  We are all on a journey together.  What is the destination?  Where should we be going?

This text may be life and ministry altering.  This verse may not be altering; we’re already trying to get to this destination.  So why consider it?  Because we may be one of only a few churches doing ministry this way and we seem to be among the least successful and it’s easy to question wheteher we are doing the right things.  When we are surrounded by insanity its easy to question our own sanity.  I want this passage to be a sanity check for us.

Paul identifies three clear goals that make up the destination of our churches:

1. Unity in Doctrine

Unity is from a word that means one — it is “oneness.”  This particular word is used only twice.  Notice verse three:  the unity there is a unity that already exists.  We don’t create it; we are only to preserve it.  That unity is a unity that is created by the Holy Spirit.  

There are wonderful pictures of this unity in Ephesians — stones which make up a building, the members of a body, the members of a family…  That spiritual unity already exists among believers; the Spirit made it, we are to preserve it.

But in verse 13 it’s talking about a different kind of unity — it is something we are to work for.  He is speaking of the unity of the faith — a body of doctrine (e.g., Jude 3).  It’s more than just the salvation message, but the entire body of doctrine that makes up what we believe.  It is the entirety of the Scriptures.  According to Paul in Eph. 4, the church is to teach that, we are to guard it and teach it so that the church believes it.  True unity is not based on a feeling but on a shared commitment to the body of truth.  It’s built on an agreement of doctrine.

“The bond of holy unity is the truth of God.” (Calvin)  Our people need to know the truth of the gospel, the person and work of Christ, the truth about the resurrection, faith and repentance, justification.  But this idea of the unity of the faith goes beyond the fundamentals.  We see this in Acts 2, and Paul’s commands to Timothy (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:14).  And we see this in Paul’s own ministry as a pastor — Acts 20 (I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God).  

Our togetherness needs to be based on more than the gospel.  We need to teach the full counsel of God.  We don’t need to be in lockstep in a way that stifles discussion, but Christ does not allow us to avoid potentially divisive issues.  In the right time and in the right way we are responsible to teach every doctrine in this book.  Teach God’s people the Scripture and all the Scripture and the people will be united around that doctrine.

Paul explains why this is so important in verse 14 — because there are children who are being tossed around by the next gust of wind (the next teaching to which they are exposed).  These changing winds of doctrine come from ungodly men who sell their schemes.   

There cannot cannot cannot be maturity without doctrine.

Have we fulfilled this responsibility with our flock?  Have they been taught well enough to discern spiritual error?  Do they recognize subtle attacks against Scripture?  There are savage wolves that will come from outside the church and men will arise within the church to do the same.  The faith is under attack — even from shepherds disguised as evangelicals.

2. Unity in Devotion to Jesus Christ

Notice unity of the knowledge of the Son of God — here is the second goal, unity in the knowledge of Christ.  The Gk. word is epignwsiß — a theoretical and practical element.  It is not merely an academic knowledge.  It is a personal knowledge that effects and changes the way we live.  It is an objective knowledge that produces a subjective knowledge that changes us on what we live and do.  

This is emphasized throughout this letter:  1:8-10 — there is a secret plan that happens beneath everything that happens in this world, and v. 10 tells us:  everything is summed up in Christ.  He is the goal of everything.  See also 3:21 — to God be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.  God’s plan is to give glory to Himself and His Son.  See also 6:24 — to be a true Christian is to love Jesus Christ.

To have a deepening relationship with Jesus Christ must be defined.  Everyone has a relationship with Jesus, but most will only know Him as Judge.  For the believer, He is the Master (kurioß) and us as His slaves.  The second image is of Jesus as the Teacher and us as His disciples (Jn. 13:13).  Christianity is embracing Jesus and following and loving a person and obeying and living for and loving Him.  We know Him and we long to know more.

Paul says this also in Phil. 3:10 — my ambition in life is to know Him.  The goal of our ministry is for our people to grow in their commitment and devotion to Jesus as Lord.  

Are we more devoted to Jesus Christ today than we were last month and last year?  Or has the ministry become a sterile profession in which we pack up our things and go home?  There is a very real danger to letting our love for Jesus to grow cold.  Thirty years after this letter was written, Jesus told John to write this same church that their love had grown cold.

Thomas Goodwin:  “Be much in contemplation with Christ.…”

3. Unity in Likeness to Jesus Christ

until…a mature man.  He is contrasting the mature man with the spiritual children in v. 14.
By changing the plural (we) to the singular (mature man), Paul emphasizes that this goal is only achieved when all reach this level  — the stature of Christ.

Christ’s goal for our church is a church of people who are just like Him.  We use the expression Christlike often.  It is not vague, but specifically defined — to measure up to the fullness of the virtue that belong to Christ and make Him who He is. 

The goal is for the whole church to grow up and be like Christ in these qualities and graces and when all of us reach those levels, we will have achieved that goal.

We can only arrive at this goal through the work of the Word and the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18).  We can only lead our congregations in this goal if we are pursuing it ourselves.  Are we fighting sin and evidencing any wins?  Is there an increasing pattern of righteousness?  Are we as concerned about our people’s sanctification as their soteriology?  Our goal is not our people’s likeness to us but to Christ.

Christ towers over us morally and spiritually.  The standard he sets seems to unreachable.  But God in His grace chose us to be like His Son (Rom. 8:29 — He predestined us to be conformed to the image of Christ).  And He will do it.

So when do we arrive at this destination?

The immediate destination is when the people in our churches arrive at genuine spiritual maturity.  That is a real and attainable goal now.

The final destination arrives when we see Him are fully transformed by Him.  Our work needs to continue until He returns.  

The plan is constantly being updated and revised.  There are pastors in our areas who believe that.  It is tempting to reroute our churches through pragmatic devices.  It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking we need growing internet presences, twitter followers, etc… but if we neglect our own flock to make that happen we sin against God and we sin against them.

The real destination has never changed and will never change.  It is for all the members of the body to reach perfect maturity in their Head.  Stay on course.  Don’t be tempted to reroute your church because others are.  No one is going to suddenly discover the secret map to spiritual success and maturity.  We already have the map.  And it is here (Eph. 4).
