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Our Leadership in Our Homes

Ephesians 5
Several months ago we saw a tragedy unfold at Penn State University, where an icon had everything that he worked for four decades disappear into an abrupt ending of the man’s life.  There was an absolute line in the sand — “you are disqualified.”  Yet there is no profession in our culture wherein a man would be disqualified for his failures as a husband and father — except for one, and that’s ours.

Doctors, coaches, judges aren’t disqualified by failure in the home.  There is a man who is running for president who is on his third wife.  It’s not a disqualifier, but it is for us.  That separates us from everyone in our culture.  It is a disqualifier.  But also we are to be exemplary as husbands and fathers.  We can’t not just fail miserably, but from a biblical perspective, to enter into those positions, we are qualified for our positions by being exemplary (not perfect) husbands and fathers.

Why?  Does God just throw that standard out there?  No.  This passage demonstrates why it is so important for us.  

The family is a qualifier because of the gospel.  This is about the gospel; this is one of the many implications of the gospel.  That is why this is a non-negotiable for us.  Families have always been in trouble.  There’s been only one non-dysfunctional family in the history of the world, and they’re the family that invented dysfunctional families!

To understand this passage you must understand the structure of the book — the indicatives of our position in Christ (first half) and the imperatives of our lives that are the result of our position (last half).  You must understand that if you are going to understand the importance of marriage in chapter five.

The grand indicative is in 1:3-10; He has commanded us to do nothing but equipped us to do everything.  There are other grand indicatives at the end of each chapter (1:22-23 — Christ’s headship over His body; 2:19-22 — the unity of Christ’s body; 3:20-21 — the glory that Christ’s body gives to its head).  These are the truths that equip us to do all that we are commanded to do in the remainder of the book.

Now come to Ephesians 5:22.

Submission has everything to do with Christ’s headship over His body.  

Now we come to the husband’s part.  He could stop after “Husbands love your wives.”  But He doesn’t.  But grasp this — “as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her that He might sanctify her.”  What does it mean to sanctify her?  To set her apart for His own. That sounds like Christ’s headship.  “…as their own bodies…” That sounds like unity.  “…to himself in splendor” That sounds like the worship of Christ.  This is about the work of Christ.  It’s about Him.  This is an adopted daughter of the King of kings — you have been united to her so that you might sanctify her.  That’s not the whole of her sanctification, but you are to be that kind of influence in her life.  

You don’t turn to your wife in hopes that you receive something from her that motivates you to love her; you turn to the Lord to learn to love her.  To love her in any other way is selfish and idolatrous.  If I view her as a child of the King that has been entrusted to me and the love that I give her is a sanctifying influence for her that flows from the King, then I don’t stop that.  I endure for Christ’s sake.  

I love my wife because she is a member of Christ’s body, but also because she is part of my body.  She’s part of me.  A stewardship of her is to love her in a way that brings her closer to Christ  — I bring her to Christ and He in turn says, “Yes.  Enjoy.  Enjoy the wife of your youth.”  She is a gift from Christ Himself.

This love is mysterious (v. 32).  Marriage is a living, breathing picture of the relationship between Christ and the church.  The church is anxiously awaiting and anticipating the return of Christ.  The sexual union between a man and his wife is a living, breathing, awe-inspiring expectation of the union that is coming with Christ.  We don’t respect and honor sex enough.  There is a glory her that we have missed.  Don’t you dare make less of it than that.  Sex is awesome.  And it is awesome because of this picture of Christ and the church.  You don’t unite yourself with someone outside of marriage any more than Christ unites Himself to someone besides the church.  That’s a whole different answer!

Ephesians 6:1-4 flows naturally from the one-flesh union.  

The off-spring from our union reflect the triune God.  But more than that, God sends souls to our homes who do not know Him.  We are to be involved in gospel ministry, and God sends those people to our home.  The man who does not take care to evangelize the children at home does not need to be in pastoral ministry.  What should weigh on that man more than the salvation of his children.

To not ask a man about his wife and children when he is being considered as an elder is to ignore the implications of the gospel.  If he is failing there, he’s already told you he can’t do the job.

Give us more men who are passionate for the souls of their children and passionate for the picture of the gospel in their marriage.

The world is filled with seminary men who shouldn’t be allowed close to a pulpit. This is significant because of the Headship of Christ…

This passage is not about the culture having better marriages.  This is not about the world thinking better of us.  It’s about the gospel.  

