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Titus 2:11-15
This message is a continuation of the theme that I have done at the last few Shepherds’ Conferences, including the message on Titus 2:7-8 three years ago.

Immature young men were common in the church in Crete and Paul was addressing that issue.  It was typical male adolescent behavior. Those very same characteristics have become the characteristics of certain large mega church pastors and their acolytes.  The problem begins too often in the pulpit — suggestive advertizing (tasteless publicity), vulgarity in preaching, and the like.  The problem has gotten worse than it was three years ago (e.g., the tawdry example of Ed Young, jr. and his 24-hour vigil in bed with his wife on the roof of the church…).  

To say anything against such activity and to encourage holiness is to be branded with legalism.   We don’t want to be branded with legalism.  The principles of Romans 14 are sufficient to answer the questions that Scripture doesn’t answer.  We need to obey Scripture and beyond that shut up.  We want to ignore legalism, but at the same time we don’t want to write off every call to holiness as a declaration of legalism.  How are we who are dead to sin still live in it?

The line of demarcation between Law and Gospel is clear.  To confound law and gospel is no small error, though it is an easy error to make and our hearts are prone to that error.  It is the tendency of the heart to be prone to legalism and we are right to resist that tendency.

I hate legalism with a holy passion.  But justification by faith does not give license for unholy living.  Good works and obedience to God’s commands and admonitions to be holy are necessary aspects of the Christ life.  

Our works are worthless and impotent to justify us, but obedience is the natural and essential expression of love to Christ and gratitude for His grace.  Grace compels us to love and good works.  Grace constrains us to purse righteousness.  

The gospel is more excellent than the Law but it is not contradictory to the Law or release us from the moral standards of the Law.  If we understand the principle of sola fide, we will be zealous for good works.  We don’t need to be hesitant to provoke one another to love and good works.

What lessons do we learn from a biblical understanding of the principle of grace?  What is grace to be teaching us?  Have we actually understood grace properly?

The context of this epistle:  Paul is writing to Titus who has been left in Crete to appoint elders in every city.  Paul has sent a short list of qualifications of leaders in the church — they are to be morally above reproach —reiterated twice (1:6-7).  The requirements Paul mentions are not skill sets (except for teaching); they are all character issues.  

None of the things that most churches today are used to with the abilities and readiness of a pastor are in the lists here.  Rather, they are godly men who are fully mature and steadfast.  The strategy Paul is telling Timothy to use in church planting strategies is largely ignored in church planning today.  

The greatest threats to the gospel today are not governmental policies that undermine our values or secular beliefs or even atheists, but the greatest enemies of the gospel are worldly shepherds who trivialize the gospel.  They set their minds on earthly things and pervert their minds and pervert liberty into an opportunity to gratify the flesh.  None of the apostles were the least bit squeamish about calling them out, nor should we be.

Paul is admonishing Titus not to give in to the cultural pressures (Cretins are evil beasts…).  The church is to be counter-cultural.  We are not to be obsessed with gaining accolades from the culture.  And he addresses older men and women, and younger men and women to make the point.  Titus (and others) are to be models of respect in everything.  

The characteristics outlined by Paul are those that “adorn the doctrine of God” (2:10).  It makes the gospel beautiful.  

Paul is saying to Titus, Do not be surprised if the world hates you.  Stop trying so hard to gain the world’s affections.  In contrast to those who want to use grace as an opportunity for licentiousness, Paul uses grace to stimulate holiness that is counter-cultural.

Note the structure of this passage — 

· The two uses of the words “appear” (vv. 11, 13) — a word that connotes brightness or shine forth.  Paul is pointing to the two advents of Christ:  the grace of God has appeared in the incarnation (v. 11; cp. 3:4-5; Jn. 1:7) and at the second advent (v. 13).  In verse 13, the deity of Christ is affirmed – our great God and Savior is a reference to the one person, Christ.

· We live between those two appearings, the advents of Christ — the present age.  He wants us to live in the present age, exemplifying grace in the hear and now and keeping an eye on the future and the final culmination of both grace and glory.  There are past, present, and future dimensions of grace.  Grace takes us to school in the present age.

Three distinct lessons of how to use grace — 

1. Grace trains us to repudiate the works of the flesh (vv. 11-12).

Verse 11 is not teaching universal salvation — for ties this to all the people categories identified earlier.  All kinds of people have seen the appearing of grace and are being taught to say no to worldly lusts.  

The word renounce is “to deny or disavow.”  It is not unlike mortification.  How forcefully should we repudiate these things?  Exterminate them.  Put them to death.  It is the total and unconditional mortification of all worldly desires.  And this is not optional.

Too many suggest that calling people to obedience is a threat to the gospel and grace.  

Sanctification is never effortless nor automatic.  So the question about my role in the process of sanctification is significant.  Is it legalistic to stress the imperatives without stressing the indicatives.  (Cf. the discussion at Gospel Coalition between Kevin DeYoung and Tullian Tchividijian).  Which is a greater potential danger — legalism or licentiousness?  It’s both and.  They both skew grace.  

If you think grace renders moot all moral duty, you don’t understand grace at all.  The grace of God teaches us to renounce ungodliness!  

Grace is dynamic, the active expression of God’s undeserved favor and the exact opposite of what we deserve.  By grace God takes undeserving sinners and blesses them with every spiritual blessing.  And the first response is a negative confession — we renounce and repent.  This is motivated and energized by grace.  The person who has not repented has not received the grace of God.  

Divine grace draws us to Christ by attraction, not constraint.  And if you love Christ, you will hate everything that opposes Him.  Cf. Luther’s first thesis — our life is a life of repentance.
2. Grace teaches us to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit

Notice the three-fold stress on sobriety, righteousness and godliness.

Sobriety is clarity of mind — we are trained by grace to be clear-headed.  This is oriented to the person himself.

Uprightness addresses our relationships with others.  

Godly is a Godward focus.  This is an adj. that means pious.  It is the exact opposite of ungodliness and impiety (v. 12a).  

Biblical grace teaches us to repudiate the works of the flesh and cultivate the works of the Spirit, the same thing Paul is teaching in Galatians 5.  The only commodity that our flesh can produce is ungodliness, but grace and the Spirit produces that which pleases God. 
What defines us as Christians is that we do repudiate the works of the flesh.  Grace empowers us to do this.  

3. Grace teaches us to anticipate the blessedness of eternity

Grace fills us with expectation and anticipation that will last eternally (v. 13).  In short, the eschatology of grace is different than the eschatology of the Law.  Grace teaches us to live in light of the hope of grace.

This was Christ’s own aim in redeeming us in the first place (v. 14).  There is nothing legalistic about being zealous for good works, which is the goal of grace!  

The lessons of grace are in perfect harmony with the lessons of the Law.  They are not in conflict with each other.  In every respect, grace is in complete agreement with the moral law of God!  There is one distinction between them:  the Law threatens destruction because we don’t obey, but grace gives us both the desire and ability to obey.  This is a gracious gift from God!  Grace is a remedy for the failure we have in attempting to keep the Law.

The Law can’t give life; it can only bring death.  We’re saved from the sanctification of the Spirit.  It is the gracious work of the Spirit in our hearts that guarantees our sanctification.

Grace eliminates and overturns the Law’s curses.  

