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Romans 8:26-39
Tonight we are taking a look at a great doctrine including the doctrine of the worship of the Holy Spirit.  I really want to start a Holy Spirit movement — to worship Him as His person and for His work.  He is the member of the Godhead most involved in our lives and the least honored.  We could praise Him for every work of God because He is fully involved in every work of God.

I want to particularly focus on our own lives as believers — He regenerated us and gave us life; he was engaged in our justification; He has taken up permanent residence in us; it is the Holy Spirit who gifts us; it is the Holy Spirit who empowers us; He is the one who conforms us to the moral character of Christ (sanctification).  

In Romans 8, we noted in particular (v. 29) that we are being conformed to the icon, the moral character of His Son — they reflect the Son’s glory and give Him glory.

There is a more wondrous work than that (if those things can be compared).  There is a work that is the most precious, comforting, assuring, heart settling, joyous, and the source of my greatest work in life — it is that work by which He secures to our final and eternal glory. 

In the holiness (P/C) movement that they overtly and aggressively deny is the doctrine of the security of the believer.  And thus they rob the Holy Spirit of this most majestic facet of His work.  Cp. 1 Pt. 1:3-5 — the power of God that protects salvation is the Holy Spirit.

In John 6, Jesus says all that are given will come and He will lose none.  In Eph. 1:13-14, the Holly Spirit came into our lives as an engagement ring of our inheritance.  In 1 Thess. 5:23-24 — He will bring it to pass!  Jude’s benediction (vv. 24-25) affirms the same thing.  He makes us stand. 

This is the best news ever from heaven to us! — that our salvation is forever.  If we could lose our salvation, we would.  We would.  We can’t get it on our own, we couldn’t keep it and we couldn’t get it back.  If I’m going to make it to glory,  I’m going to have to get it on the basis of a righteousness outside of me.  

Look at Romans 8:26-39.  

1. The Means of Our Security — the Spirit’s Intercession  (v. 26)

Sometimes I think verse 26 must bleed because it has received so many wounds from those who have misinterpreted it — P/C who think it is a reference to sign gifts.  

Context — even the creation longs for the transformation that comes from Christ.  It is even in this same way that the Spirit groans (v. 26) — the Holy Spirit possesses a kind of agony, pain, suffering.  We know that God can weep because Jesus wept and because Jeremiah wept the tears of God.  The Holy Spirit groans because it matters to Him — the debilitating weakness that resides in every believer.  

We do not know how to pray means that even at our best and we pour out our heart, we don’t have enough knowledge and wisdom to pray to protect ourselves.  Whatever we have in knowledge is not enough.  The Holy Spirit is in our lives in a condition of groaning and moaning that He is keeping us to eternal glory and it is an unending struggle on earth.  

We have two intercessors — the Holy Spirit interceding inside of us against corruption and Christ interceding at the throne of God against the accusations of Satan.  It takes two members of the Trinity working full-time to get us to glory!  We can’t keep our salvation — but the work of God in the Trinitarian members can and does.  

The Spirit Himself is constantly interceding for us.  He doesn’t delegate this to anyone else.  And this work is not our speaking in tongues, but the Spirit of God interceding without words to the Father.  He communicates with the Father in inner-Trinitarian language and longing.  If Jesus could say to the unconverted in Jerusalem, “How often would I have gathered you,” how does the Holy Spirit feel about those who are His?

The Spirit always intercedes according to the will of God.  He is the means of our security.  This will bring us to glory because it is the Father’s will.
2. The Motive of Our Security — the Father’s Intention  (vv. 27-30)

Notice the end of verse 27 — the Spirit intercedes according to God, which is a reference to the will of God.  Verse 28 emphasizes His purpose, and that is amplified in vv. 29-30.  The point being made here is that because of the intercessory work of the Holy Spirit and in harmony with the purpose of the will of God, we are secured to eternal glory.

Foreknowledge is the act of choosing.  It is the establishing of a relationship.  It is not a reference to knowledge, but is a reference to an intimate relationship.  God predetermines to have a relationship.  At the very moment of choosing, He also predetermines what He has chosen them to (predestined).  And then in time, He gave an effectual call.  This cannot simply be a gospel call because whoever He called, He also justified.  And those who are justified are glorified.  No one falls through the cracks.  The Spirit has accomplished the Father’s will.
3. The Measure of Our Security — the Son’s Innovation  (vv. 31-39)

The innovation of God in the work of Christ on the cross is staggering.  

Paul anticipates the debate that one might lose his salvation, so Paul takes up hypothetical arguments.  Is there any person or circumstance that could result in the loss of salvation?  Is there someone that could undo this work — the Spirit’s intercession and the Father’s intention?  Could a human being do this?  Note v. 31 — is there anyone who can stand against God and the Spirit’s work?  The Judaizers or Catholicism or worldly influences or university professors or false religions?  If (since) God is for us, then who is against us?  You’d have to be strong than God to succeed.  Good luck.  Cf. Is. 46:8-10; Ps. 27:1.  God is for us.  He is for His people.  Gen. 15:1; Num. 14:9.  He is for us, because that is His intention.

No people can do it — lose our salvation.

But what about God?  The Lord gives and the Lord takes away…  What if He get’s sick of us?  Perhaps the Holy Spirit says, “I give…I’m done groaning for this one.”  Verse 32 answers that objection.  Using the argument of the greater to the lesser, if the Father delivered the Son (legal term of execution), won’t He now keep us.  If when we were enemies He gave the greater gift, now that we are sons won’t He give the lesser gifts?

Cf. Rom. 5:6ff.  God so loved that He gave, that He gave to His enemies His own Son.

But others might object that Satan might be able to influence (lose) our salvation.  Can Satan do it, taking us out of God’s care?  Note v. 33 — Satan brings a charge against the elect; that’s what He does all the time.  Can Satan dislodge us from God?  Can Satan successfully go before the throne of God and produce a litany of charges against us and damn us?  No.  Because God is the One who justifies.  God alone is the One who condemns, and He is also the One who justifies.  There is no higher judge.  God wrote, enforces, and upholds the Law and He imputed the righteousness of Christ to us.

Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?  Those who stand at the bar accused are not outlaws, but God’s elect.  

Some might ask, “maybe we disappoint Christ and He will throw us out.”  Note v. 34.  Will He condemn us?  He won’t condemn us because of a four-fold protection:  He died for us, He rose for us, He serves as our defender and He intercedes for us.  This is the high point of this section.  It is His innovating work that keeps us.  

Some might say there might be one other possibility.  What about me?  What if I defect?  What if I decide not to believe?  Well, there would need to be some kind of circumstance that would make me not believe?  What would it be that could make us defect?  Tribulation… (v. 35).  Not even the vicissitudes of life can overwhelm us and cause us to defect, resulting in lost salvation.  Outward pressure and affliction, and inward difficulties and agonies, and persecution (abuse about Christ), and deprivation (loss of food and clothes) and destitution, and peril, and the sword that cuts off our heads.  These are the worst of all situations.  (Remember these were not theory to Paul; these were real experience of Paul, 2 Cor. 11.)  Could the worst that life could possibly bring result in the loss of salvation?  It can get hard being a Christian — will that destroy saving faith?  No.  Rather, v. 37 is true — we conquer through Him who loved us.  It is not that we hold on, but that He holds on to us.  These tirals then work for our good by bringing assurance of faith.

Paul has nothing else to say except the two most wondrous verses that close the chapter:  I am convinced….  
But what about those who deny the faith?  Listen to 1 Jn. 2:19 — they went out to demonstrate and show that they were not of us.  If you are a true believer, you will not leave.  

This is the Holy Spirit’s work.  Jeremiah 33 — “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”

