Eschatology:  How Does It All End?

WHY STUDY PROPHECY?  

Many people want to study prophecy because they want to know when all the final events will occur.  But Scripture does not consider this as a reason to study and know these truths.  Even Christ in His humanity did not know the day timing of the final events of earth (Mt. 24:36).  Yet there are several important reasons to study prophecy:
· Studying prophecy is an incentive to worship (1 Cor. 10:31).  Knowing the truth of God’s final plans for history should produce fear in unbelievers (Rev. 9:20-21) and worship, comfort, and rest in believers (1 Thess. 4:13, 18).  If our love and worship of God is genuine, it will calm our fears of the future (1 Thess. 4:13, 18) and all things (1 Jn. 4:18).

· Studying prophecy is an incentive to evangelism (2 Pt. 3:11).

· Studying prophecy is an incentive to santification (1 Jn. 3:2-3; 2 Pt. 3:11).

BACKGROUND TO INTERPRETING PROPHECY
· Interpret the Bible literally — Consistent interpretation demands a literal (natural and normal) interpretation of all areas of Scripture.  The general rule is:  if it makes sense, interpret it literally.

· Though we interpret literally, we still understand there are figures of speech (Mt. 5:45; Jn. 6:48).

· Because we interpret literally, we don’t look for hidden and mystical meanings in the texts of Scripture.  For example, we interpret Is. 11:6-9 literally understanding that was the way the world existed in the Garden of Eden and that the new earth anticipates a renewed earth like the Garden.

· Distinguish between the church and Israel — “Israel” always refers to the physical posterity of Jacob. The term “the new Israel” is not a New Testament term.  Instead, the New Testament teaches that believers in Christ are grafted into the blessings of Israel, but they do not supplant Israel in God’s eternal plan (Rom. 11:17ff) and the nation will yet repent and believe in the Messiah (Rom. 11:26-27).  God has separate programs for Israel and the church.


The Bible consistently distinguishes between Israel and the church (1 Cor. 10:32).  Nowhere in the New Testament does the name “Israel” refer to anything except the literal nation.  And God has not abandoned His plan for His chosen nation, Israel (Rom. 11:1-2).  

· Recognize the unconditional covenants — The foundation to premillennial interpretation are the unconditional covenants which guarantee a future to the nation Israel, in the land of Palestine, being ruled over by Messiah.
· This method of interpretation is called dispensationalism:

· A literal interpretation of Scripture

· A distinction between the church and Israel

· The glory of God is the unifying theme of Scripture

THE COVENANTS

· The Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14-17; ratified, 15:12-21).  This covenant was also made with Isaac (Gen. 26:24) and Jacob (Gen. 28:13-15).

· Unconditional — There are no conditions attached to the covenant.  The covenant was made (and ratified) by God alone (Gen. 15:12ff.), meaning that God alone was responsible for its fulfillment.  No “if” was attached to the covenant, conditioning its fulfillment on the obedience of Abraham or the people.  Notice that Abraham did not request the covenant, but that he received both it and his calling out of the land of Ur by a gift of God’s grace.

· Literal — the Abrahamic covenant will be fulfilled literally. Note the dimensions of the land stated in Genesis 15:18-21 (the dimensions given there are much larger than the present-day land of Israel; the ultimate land will include the current borders plus portions of Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq).  This covenant is a title deed to the land of Israel.  

· Eternal — Gen. 13:15; 17:7, 13, 19; 1 Chron. 16:17; Ps. 105:10. 

· Content — the covenant between God and Abraham comprised three primary elements (which would be expanded upon in subsequent covenants — 

· 
Land (v. 1) — expanded upon in the Palestinian Covenant (Dt. 30:1-10)

· Seed (v. 2 — a progeny) — expanded upon in the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:12-16)

· Blessing (v. 3) — expanded upon in the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34

· The Palestinian Covenant — Deut. 30:1-10.  This is an unconditional covenant that unconditionally promised a future for Israel in their promised land, possessing it as the rightful heirs.  [Note the dimensions of the land God promised — extending to the Euphrates (eastward; Gen. 15:18) — a portion of land that has never been possessed by Israel.]

· The time of the blessing (vv. 1-2) — when the nation repents (and trusts the Messiah)

· The promise of the regathering (vv. 3-4)

· The physical prosperity (vv. 5, 7, 9)

· The spiritual prosperity (vv. 6, 8, 10)

· The Davidic Covenant — 2 Sam. 7:12-16.  This unconditional, literal, and eternal covenant promises a King and kingdom to David’s line.  It is fulfilled in the reign of Jesus Christ over the nation Israel in the millennium.  The Davidic covenant promises:

· A dynasty (vv. 12-13) — an enduring house (family) to sit on the throne.  Jesus fulfills this promise in Mt. 1:1ff.  This King is more than an earthly man (Ps. 110:1; Mt. 22:41-46).

· A throne (v. 13b) — there will be a King who rules with power and authority  (Is. 11:4).

· A kingdom (vv. 12-16) — there will be a territory encompassing a people that is greater than any other earthly kingdom (Dan. 2:44)

· An eternal kingdom (v. 16) — This kingdom will always endure and never end (Dan. 7:14).

· The New Covenant — Jer. 31:31-34; Ezk. 36:22-32.  This unconditional, literal, and eternal covenant promises the spiritual conversion of Israel.  It was inaugurated and initiated by Christ (Lk. 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25) but still awaits its fulfillment.  The New Covenant produces repentance in the nation of Israel (Zech. 12:10-14).  The attributes of this covenant are:

· It is unconditional — seven times in Jer. 31 it says “God will.”

· It is eternal (vv. 35-37).

· By this covenant, Israel is regenerated — “born again” — with spiritual re-birth (vv. 33-34).
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· The Mosaic Covenant — Ex. 34:27-28; Gal. 3:19.  This is another name for the Law given to Moses; it is a conditional covenant (Ex. 19:4-8), indicating the time when the Abrahamic Covenant will be fulfilled.  The conditions of the Mosaic covenant did not supplant the unconditional promises of the Abrahamic covenant, but were placed alongside (Gal. 3:17-19) the Abrahamic Covenant to define the obedience that was required in order to obtain the blessings promised in the Abrahamic Covenant.

· Why are the covenants significant for NT believers?  Because all prophecy is a revelation of God’s unfolding plan to fulfill all these original promises.  That is, all prophecy is God’s fulfillment to His promises to Israel, and thus all prophecy must be understood as pertaining first and foremost to Israel.  Understanding these promises to Israel is essential for understanding prophecy.

SYSTEMS OF INTERPRETATION

· Premillennialism — This system is based on a literal fulfillment of the Scriptures. It acknowledges a future for Israel in the land of Palestine, making a distinction between the church and Israel.

· There is a rapture prior to the second coming of Christ, when the church is taken out of the world.

· There is a literal, 1000-year (millennial) rule of Christ on the earth after which comes the final judgment and the eternal state.

· Post-millennialism — The world will become progressively better culminating in the ultimate triumph of the gospel, resulting in the return of Christ.  Under this system, prophecy is allegorized (e.g., Is. 11 is believed to refer to the church age) and emphasizes the role of the church in ushering in Christ’s kingdom (rather than Christ).

· Amillennialism — Prophetic passages are allegorized and the church replaces Israel in prophecy. There is no future for Israel. The kingdom is now in this present church age; there is no literal millennium.

THE RAPTURE

· Definition — The term rapture comes from the Latin translation, meaning “caught up” (1 Thess. 4:17).  The resurrection of Christ is in two phases — 

· He comes for His church prior to the Tribulation 

· He comes with His church after the Tribulation to rule as King on the earth 

The rapture, which is distinguished from the Second Coming of Christ, is taught in John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-57, and 1 Thess. 4:13-18. Before the beginning of the Tribulation, Christ will descend from heaven and catch up the church to be with Himself The Tribulation on earth will follow but the church will be gone.  The key aspects of the Rapture include (1 Thess. 4:13-18):

· Hope (v. 13).  The word “hope” means a confident expectation that God will fulfill all His promises regarding our salvation.

· Resurrection and reunion (vv. 14, 16, 17).  Christ will bring believers who have already died and they and the believers living at the time of the Rapture will receive their resurrection bodies (1 Cor. 15:51-53).  There will be union and reunion of living believers with those who have died.

· Announcement (v. 16).  Christ will descend with a shout of victory (1 Cor. 15:52) adds that there will also be a blast of a trumpet.  These are authoritative declarations indicating the sovereign authority of Christ.

· Caught up (v. 17).  Living believers will be “snatched up” — taken suddenly and instantly from earth to be with the Lord.  First Corinthians 15:52 indicates that this will take less time than the eye as it begins to blink.

· Forever with the Lord (v. 17).  The Rapture establishes our eternal destiny.  What Christ initiated in our salvation and promised the disciples in Jn. 14:1-6 will be realized.

· The Rapture is before the Tribulation

· The Tribulation is the outpouring of God’s wrath (Rev. 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:19; 15:1; 16:1, 19).  It is God’s judgment (Rev. 14:7; 15:4; 16:5-7; 19:2) and God’s punishment (Isa. 24:21-22). As the bride of Christ, the church has no relationship to the tribulation. A bride does not receive wrath but rather love (Eph. 5:25).

· The Church is promised that it will be spared from the Tribulation (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rev. 3:10; Rom. 5:9).

· “Wrath” is God’s reaction against evil.  It is His anger and final accounting against evil.  Because Christ absorbed the wrath of God against sin at the cross, the believer is spared God’s judging wrath.  Revelation 6:16-17 affirms that the Tribulation is the outpouring of God’s wrath, while Romans 5:9 promises that believers will be spared God’s wrath.

· Believers are not promised that they will be spared trials on this earth (16:33), but they are to be courageous because Christ has overcome the world and they have been promised that they will be spared from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:10).

· Revelation 3:10 promises believers that they are kept from (“out of”) the hour of testing that is coming on the earth because the test is for those who have made the world their home.

· The word “church” appears 19 times in Rev. 1-3 and again in Rev. 22:16, but does not appear in Rev. 4-21, where the Tribulation is discussed.  The church is not present in the Tribulation.

· The rapture is imminent but the Second Coming is not (the second coming occurs at the end of the Tribulation, Rev. 19:11-19).  The church is told to look for Christ’s imminent (any moment) return (John 14:2-3; Acts 1:11; 1 Cor. 15:51-53; Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 1:10; 1 Tim. 6:14; James 5:8; 2 Pet. 3:3-4).  But if the church must go through the Tribulation, the rapture cannot be imminent since many events (Matt. 24) must first transpire.

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

· What is the Judgment Seat of Christ?

The Judgment Seat (bema) was a raised platform where official decisions were rendered. It was used of a judge deciding cases (e.g., Pilate, Herod, and Festus). The Judgment Seat is not a time of punishment for sins, since believers are no longer under condemnation (Rom. 8:1). So the Judgment Seat is a time when God will evaluate the believer’s works for the purpose of giving rewards.
· When will the Judgment Seat of Christ occur?

The Judgment Seat will take place in heaven following the rapture (1 Cor. 4:5).  

· Who is the Judge?

Christ is the judge (2 Cor. 5:10); it is His Judgment Seat alone. The Father has given all judgment to the Son (John 5:22).
· Who will be judged?

Only church-age believers will be judged (2 Cor. 5:10) and all believers will be judged (Rom. 14:10).  
· What is the basis of judgment?

· The believer’s life and work will be evaluated (1 Cor. 3:12-15).
· The quality of the believer’s works will be judged (1 Cor. 3:13). 
· The believer’s faithfulness as a steward will be judged (1 Cor. 4:1-5). 
· The believer’s motives will be revealed (1 Cor. 4:5).
· The believer’s self-control will be evaluated (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 
· Whether the believer was pleasing to the Lord will be judged (2 Cor. 5:9). 
· The believer’s endurance will be judged (Heb. 10:36). 

· What is the result of the judgment? 1 Cor. 3:9-15

· Loss of Reward. Our works will be tested (1 Cor. 3:13) and some will experience shame (1 John 2:28). Cf. 2 Cor. 5:9-10. Some will have their works evaluated as “bad” and some will have their lives rejected as unusable. 

· Giving of Rewards.  Believers will be rewarded with a crown or wreath. In Greek games this was a wreath of victory in the Olympics. It was a public honor bestowed on a winner. Several crowns are mentioned:
1. Incorruptible crown for self control (1 Cor. 9:25).
2. Crown of rejoicing for soul winning (1 Thess. 2:19).
3. Crown of life for enduring trials (James 1:12) and for loving Christ (Rev. 2:10). 
4. Crown of righteousness for loving His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8).
5. Crown of glory for shepherding believers in humility (1 Peter 5:4).

The crowns will not be for boasting or for self-glory. The crowns cast at Jesus’ feet because all is of grace (Rev. 4:4, 10).
THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB (Rev. 19:7-10) — 

· The Time of the Marriage — 

The marriage of Christ and the church takes place after the rapture. It will take place after we “meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:17). At the end of the seven-year Tribulation period on earth, Christ returns to earth with His bride, the church. The marriage has already taken place when He returns with the church (Rev. 19:7).  Then the celebration of the marriage will occur on earth during the millennium, the thousand-year reign of Christ with His bride on the earth. The “marriage supper” follows the marriage of Christ and the church (Rev. 19:19).

· 
The Participants in the Marriage —
The marriage takes place in heaven and involves the raptured church (1 Thess. 4:13-18) as the bride and Christ as the Groom (Eph. 5:23-24; Jn. 3:29).  The marriage supper is a synonym for the Millennial Kingdom, which takes place on earth.  Cf. Isaiah 2:2-4; 11:1-16; 25:6-12; 65:17-25. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION — The Tribulation immediately follows the rapture of the believers from the earth.  Daniel 9:24-27 tells us when the Tribulation will occur — during the 70 prophetic weeks.  

· “Seventy weeks” is literally “seventy sevens.” What are the seventy sevens?  The “sevens” are best understood as years, in other words, seventy times seven years (490 years). 
· These weeks relate to the nation of Israel — v. 24, “your people…your holy city.”  That refers to Daniel’s people — the Jewish people.

· These prophetic yean began on March 5, 444 B.C., with the decree of Artaxerxes, permitting the Jews to return from Babylon and rebuild the city of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:1-8). 
· The 69 weeks (483 years) were fulfilled on March 30, A.D. 33, when Christ rode into Jerusalem at the Triumphal entry (Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21:9; Luke 19:38). Jesus noted the significance of this day when He wept over the city and announced, “If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:42).  Four days later, Jesus the Messiah would be “cut off” (Dan. 9:26) and crucified on April 3, A.D. 33.
· There is a gap between the 69th and 70th weeks. The 70th week (seven years) is still future.  Sixty-nine weeks (483 years) have been fulfilled; the 70th week (7 years) is still in the future and will be fulfilled during the Tribulation period.
· The “prince who is to come” (v. 26) is a reference to the Antichrist who will sign a covenant with Israel that begins the Tribulation (v. 27).  

· The purposes of the Tribulation are — 

· to judge unbelievers (Rev. 3:10; 6:10; 11:10; 13:8, 12, 14; 14:6; 17:8).  The church has no relationship to God’s judgment of unbelievers, because Christ absorbed that wrath on the cross.

· to bring Israel to repentance (Ezek 36:18-32; Mal. 4:5-6) and to prepare her to meet her King.  As a result of God’s chastening of Israel, the nation will repent and receive Jesus as their Messiah (Zech. 12:10-14; Rom. 11:25-27). 

· The period of preparation
· The apostate church (comprised of unbelievers) will remain on earth after the rapture.  All believers will have been raptured prior to the tribulation (1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 3:10; Rom. 5:9; 1 Thess. 5:9).  Following the removal (rapture) of the true church, comprising of all believers, the tribulation begins. This is initiated by the signing of the covenant by the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27).

· The Roman Empire will be revived.  Dan. 7:23-24 refers to the ten-nation confederacy. The world dominating power, headed by the Antichrist, will arise in the roots of the old Roman empire.

· The period of peace.  The Antichrist will sign a covenant at the beginning of the tribulation, guaranteeing peace to Israel (Dan. 9:27). There will be relative peace during the first half of the tribulation, under the authority of the Antichrist.

· The period of persecution.  The Antichrist will break the covenant with Israel in the middle of the tribulation period and initiate persecution against Israel (Dan. 9:27). The antichrist will have power over the entire world (Rev. 13:7). There will be enormous suffering (Matt. 24:16-20); two-thirds of the Jews are killed (Zech. 13:8). Jerusalem will be plundered (Zech. 14:2). The tribulation period will culminate in the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:13-21).  In spite of the harshness of the judgment (at least one-half of the world’s population will die, Rev. 6:8; 9:18), the people of the world will remain hardened against God (Rev. 9:20-21).

· The Tribulation and Israel  (Matthew 24-25)

In response to Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem in (Mt. 23:37-39) and the promise of her destruction (24:2), the disciples asked Him, “When will these things happen?” (24:3).  His response (Mt. 24-25) details what will happen to the Jewish people during the period of the Tribulation and then concludes with the hope of Christ’s return.

This section, commonly called “The Olivet Discourse,” relates to Israel at the end of the age; it has nothing to do with the church, which will have already been raptured out of the world when these events happen.  These signs (ch. 24) and judgments (ch. 25) have nothing to do with the church.  

· The first half of the Tribulation (24:4-8) will be characterized by false Christs (v. 5) and will culminate in the Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:4), wars (vv. 6-7a), famines and earthquakes (v. 7b), and death (v. 7, paralleling Rev. 6:7-8).

· The second half of the Tribulation (24:9-14) will be dominated by the activities of the Antichrist, including his persecution of Israel (v. 9), his deceptions (vv. 10-11), his lawlessness (v. 12), and the death that comes through him (v. 13).  While there is great persecution during these days, the gospel will still be preached (v. 14).  Because of the evil of the Antichrist, the Jews will flee to Gentile countries (from Israel) and the Antichrist will continue pursue them like a flood of water (Rev. 12:13f; cf. also Mt. 24:16-20).

· Specific signs of the Tribulation are given in 24:15-26; these events provide additional detail to the events of vv. 9-14.  Matthew provides more detail about the emergence of the Antichrist (v. 15), the persecution of the Antichrist (vv. 16-20) and the greatness of the Tribulation (referring particularly to the final 3-1/2 years of the Tribulation, vv. 21-26; cf. also Rev. 13:5).  During these days, more than 2/3 of the Jewish people will die (Zech. 13:8).  The Tribulation is a time of great suffering and death.
· The Second Coming (Mt. 24:27-51) is announced (vv. 27-31) and then illustrated with the fig tree (vv. 32-36), Noah (vv. 37-39) and the working men in the field (vv. 40-41).

· The judgments on Israel (25:1-30) are anticipated through the parables of the ten virgins (vv. 1-13) and the talents (vv. 14-30).  These parables reveal Israel’s responsibility for the knowledge they had of God (Rom. 3:2) and the responsibility to serve as a light for the truth to the nations (Ex. 19:5; Is. 42:6; 43:10).  All of Israel’s suffering will ultimately produce repentance (Zech. 12:10-14).  They will repent and the nation will return to God through faith in Christ (Rom. 11:25-27).  Not every Israelite will repent, but there will be a national return to Christ.

· 
The Tribulation and the Gentiles  (Mt. 25:31-46)

· When Christ returns to establish His kingdom (24:27-31), not only will the Jews be judged (25:1-30), but the Gentiles will also be judged to determine who will enter into the Millennial Kingdom (the judgment of sheep and goats, 25:31-46).  This is not to be confused with the Great White Throne judgment that will happen 1000 years later, at the end of the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:13-15).

· Israel has suffered persecution from the Gentiles since 586 B.C. with the destruction of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar.  Because no one from the line of David has ruled in Israel since that time, this period is called the “times of the Gentiles” (Lk. 21:24).  It will not end until Christ establishes his throne in Jerusalem during the Millennial Kingdom.


The world rulers over Israel during the times of the Gentiles are revealed in Daniel 2:31-43 (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome) and Daniel 7:23-24 (the “fourth beast,” signifying the Roman empire).  The beast — 

· is a Gentile (Rev. 13:1)

· arises from within the Roman Empire (Dan. 7:20; 9:26)

· is a political leader (Rev. 13:1; 17:10-12)

· will have world-wide influence (Rev. 13:8)

· will initiate a program of peace (Dan. 8:25)

· will initially defend, but ultimately will persecute Israel (Dan. 9:27)

· will claim deity (2 Thess. 2:4)

· will be destroyed by Christ (Rev. 19:19-20)


Other Gentile powers indicated by Scripture include the Northern Confederacy (Ezk. 38:2-6), the Kings of the East (Rev. 9:14-16; 16:12), and the Kings of the South (Ezk. 38:5; Dan. 11:40).

· Final questions about the Tribulation

· Will the Holy Spirit be present during the Tribulation?  


Because the Holy Spirit is fully God and a member of the Trinity, He is omnipresent, so He must be on earth during the Tribulation.  However, the ministry of the Holy Spirit as it is known in the present church age will change.  In 2 Thess. 2:6 there is a sequence of events that must take place before the Tribulation (“The Day of the Lord”) comes:  

1)
The man of sin (Antichrist) must be revealed (2:3).

2)
The Restrainer must be removed since He holds back the man of sin (2:7-8).  That means that the man of sin, the Antichrist, cannot be revealed (and can’t assume full control) until the Restrainer is removed.  


So who is the Restrainer?  While there have been many suggestions, including the Roman Empire, government, Satan, Michael, and even the church, the best suggestion is the Holy Spirit.  John 16:8-11 says that the present ministry of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  It is the Holy Spirit who holds back the complete manifestation of sin and evil in this world.  Evil will only flourish in its fulness when He is removed.


How will He be removed?  Since He is omnipresent, He must still have some presence on earth, so His removal refers to the departure of the church through the Rapture.  Since the Spirit of God indwells believers, when they are removed, His primary means of influence and restraint in the world will also be removed.

· Will there be salvation during the Tribulation?


Yes, many people will be saved.  The Jewish people will be saved (Zech. 12:10-14), beginning with the kingly Davidic line and the priestly line of Levi (cf. also Ezk. 36:25-27; Rom. 11:26).  Also 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel will be saved (Rev. 7:4-8); these will become evangelists during the tribulation, resulting in the salvation of many Gentiles (Rev. 7:9).

· What will happen to those who trust in Christ during the Tribulation?


Those who are saved during the Tribulation will continue to live on the earth and will have a difficult time.  Many — perhaps even most — believers will be martyred (Rev. 7:9, 13).  Those who live through the Tribulation will enter the Millennial Kingdom in their physical bodies and will populate the earth during the Millennial Kingdom (Mt. 25:10, 21, 22, 34).


THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

The millennial kingdom is literal: it will be for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4-6). It is still future; it is not the church age. The millennial kingdom will be inaugurated at the second coming of Jesus Christ.

· The order of events at the Millennial Kingdom

· Christ returns to establish His kingdom in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (Rev. 19:11-12; Mt. 24:27-31).


The Second Coming of Christ will be visible, with the splendor and glory of a conquering general.  He will return with the brilliance of God’s shekina lighting the sky and covering the earth (Mt. 27:31).  He will arrive from the East in Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:1-8) and His coming will be both in judgment and rule (his first advent was not for the purpose of judgment, Jn. 3:17).  At his coming, the Jewish people will be regathered to Israel from the nations of the world (Mt. 24:31).
· The nations are defeated by Christ  (Rev. 19:15-19).  With a simple word (pictured as a sword coming from His mouth), He will defeat the four major powers of the world (v. 15).  He will establish His Kingdom with authority (v. 15; cf. Is. 11:4; Ps. 2:8-9).

· The Antichrist and false prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20).

· Satan is bound for the duration of the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:2-3).

· Old Testament saints and Tribulation martyrs are resurrected (Rev. 20:4).

· All believers reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4).

· The Great White Throne judgment at the conclusion of the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 20:11-15).  All unbelievers will appear before God where they will be judged “according to their deeds.”  Their actions will condemn them, demonstrating God’s justice in condemning them for eternity and their actions will also determine the degrees of punishment in the lake of fire (Lk. 12:47-48).

· 
The nature of the Millennial Kingdom 

· Its character — it will last 1000 years (Rev. 20:4; cf. also vv. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7).  [Note:  if the millennium is “now,” then it must also be true that Satan is bound now, v. 2.]

· Its government — Jesus Christ will reign as king over the earth (Zech. 14:9); it will be a time of righteous rule (Isa. 11:4).  Resurrected believers will reign with Christ during the Millennium (Rev. 20:4).

· Its spiritual character — righteousness will prevail (Isa. 11:3-5). OT sacrifices will be offered as a memorial (Ezek. 40-46).

· Its social justice — there will be genuine justice (Isaiah 11:4; 51:3).

· Its termination — the millennium will end with a final, brief rebellion by those who were born during the millennium but were not saved (Rev. 20:7ff). Christ will defeat them and the eternal state will follow (Rev. 22).

THE JUDGMENTS OF THE FUTURE

· Judgment of believers’ works — At the judgment seat of Christ, rewards will given to Christians for serving Christ (Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Cor. 5:10).  This will take place during the time of the Tribulation on earth, and precede the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-10; note v. 8, the bride has already received her reward).  

· Judgment of the Gentiles — Unbelievers alive at the end of the Tribulation will be judged at the end of the Tribulation, principally, on how they treated the Jews who were proclaiming the gospel (Rev. 7) during the tribulation (Matt. 25:31-46; cf. Joel 3:2).

· Judgment of the Jews — they will be judged regarding their response to the gospel (Ezk. 20:34-38; Matt. 25:14-30).

· Judgment of the unbelieving dead — Called the Great White Throne judgment, this judgment deals only with unbelievers whose destiny in the lake of fire has already been sealed (Rev. 20:11-15). Here their degree of punishment is determined.  Unbelievers are cast into the lake of fire, described as the second death — not annihilation, but ongoing torment (Rev. 20:14-15).  No believer will face this judgment (Christ has already born God’s wrath).

· Judgment of fallen angels — Not only will Satan be specifically judged (Rev. 20:2-3, 7, 10), but all those who fell with him will also be judged (Jude 6).  It seems that believers may have a part in that judgment as part of reigning with Christ (1 Cor. 6:3)

THE RESURRECTIONS

· Resurrection of the just
· Resurrection at the rapture.  Church age believers are resurrected at the rapture, before the tribulation (1 Thess. 4:16).

· Resurrection after the tribulation.  Old Testament believers and tribulation believers will be resurrected at the end of the tribulation (Dan. 12:2; Rev. 20:4).

· Resurrection of the unjust.  All the unrighteous dead are raised at the end of the millennium to face the judgment of God at the Great White Throne (Dan. 12:2; Rev. 20:11-15).

THE ETERNAL STATE:  HELL AND HEAVEN

· Death 


Death is not annihilation nor the cessation of life.  It is separation of the soul and body and the means of transition from temporal life to eternal life.  

· Our days are appointed (Ps. 139:16).

· The believer is immediately in heaven (Lk. 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8).

· Death is gain for the believer (Phil. 1:21; 2 Cor. 5:8).

· Christ defeated the power of Satan through death (Heb. 2:14) resulting in resurrected life for all who believe in Him (Jn. 11:25-26).  This is pictured as the taking down of a tent (2 Cor. 5:1) and an anchor being lifted from the sea (Phil. 1:23).

· Christ welcomes believers who die, in heaven (Acts 7:55; Heb. 1:3).

· Hell

The same word “eternal” is used to describe both life in heaven for the believer and death for the unbeliever in hell (Mt. 25:41, 46).  The torment is unending and unchanging, and there is no possibility of transition out of hell (Lk. 16:23ff).  Hell will contain a literal fire (Mt. 5:22, 30; 13:29-30; Lk. 16:23-28) but will also be filled with darkness (Mt. 22:13; 25:30).  It will know only the fullness of evil and the complete absence of anything joyful or good.  Those in hell will acknowledge Christ’s supremacy (Phil. 2:9-11) even while still being in rebellion against Him.  And while they long to be rid of God, He will be eternally in their presence, justly judging their sin (Rev. 14:10).

· Sheol.  This OT word is frequently used simply to describe the place of the dead — this is where the dead go.  Believers and unbelievers alike go to Sheol, the grave (Gen. 37:35; Job 17:13).

· Hades.  This is the NT equivalent of the word Sheol.  It can refer to a place of punishment (Mt. 11:23; Lk. 10:15; 16:23) or a state of death where both unbelievers and believers go (Acts 2:27, 31).  [Note:  Christ did not go to Hades/Hell after His death.  He was immediately in the presence of the Father with the repentant thief from the cross, Lk. 23:43).

· Gehenna.  Taken from the valley of Hinnom, which runs on the south side of Jerusalem and where refuse was burned, Gehenna describes the eternal, ongoing punishment of unbelievers in hell (Matt. 23:15, 33; 25:41, 46).

· Tartarus.  Found only in 2 Peter 2:4, Tartarus apparently is the place where fallen angels (demons) will be punished.

· Abyss.  Meaning “bottomless,” the abyss, also translated “pit” is the place of punishment for demons (Luke 8:3 1; Rev. 9:1, 2, 11). This is also the “lake of fire” where Satan and his demons will be found for a thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3).

· 
Heaven 

· Heaven is the dwelling place of God — Jesus called it the “Father’s house” (John 14:2). 

· Heaven is the location of God’s throne (Ps. 2:4; Isa. 66:1) and judgment (Gen. 19:24; Josh. 10:11). 

· Heaven is a place of worship (Rev. 4:10-11)

· Heaven is a place of fellowship with God (Mt. 5:8; 1 Jn. 3:2). 

· We will see Him (Mt. 5:8; Rev. 22:4).  The desire of Ex. 33:20 will be fulfilled.

· We will be like Christ (Rom. 8:29; 1 Jn. 3:2)

· We will have fellowship with God (Rev. 21:3)

· We will have close association with Christ (Jn. 14:1-6; 17:24)

· We will worship Him (Is. 66:20; Zech. 14:16)

· We will marvel at His glory (Rev. 4-5)

· Heaven is a place of relationship with one another (2 Sam. 12:23; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Mt. 8:11).

· We will retain our identities (Mt. 17:3; 1 Cor. 15:51-52)

· We will be reunited with our families (Gen. 25:8; 35:29; 49:33)

· We will know each other (Mt. 17:1ff; Lk. 16:27-28)

· We will remember events (Lk. 16:25)

· We will meet those we have not known on earth

· We will have joyful reunion (Rev. 19:7; Mt. 28:9)

· We will remember one another more fully (1 Cor. 13:12)

· We will keep our ethnic identities (Is. 2:2-3; Rev. 5:9-10)

· We will have our distinct personalities — but they will be sanctified (Mt. 17:1ff; Rom. 8:28-30)

· We will remember activities on earth (the martyred people of Rev. 6:9-11 remembered their martyrdom), but no memory will make us grieve or sorrow (Is. 65:17; Jer. 3:16; Rev. 21:4).   

· Everything about heaven will be better (Heb. 11:8-12)

· Heaven is a place of service (Rev. 22:3)

· Heaven is a place of unparalleled beauty — designed to reveal God’s glory (Rev. 21-22).


Order of Events 
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Palestinian Covenant
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