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The Invincible Power of the Inerrant Word

Passage
This is a flawless book in all that it states (Ps. 12:6; 119:140; Prov. 30:5; Jn. 17:17).

The Word of God is truth — it is reality; it defines things as they really are.  Let every man be found a liar; let God be found true.  Js. 1:25; 1 Pt. 2:2; Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2.  

Spurgeon said, “If I do not believe in the infallibility of Scripture…from cover to cover, I would never enter the pulpit again.” 

Because the Word of God is inerrant, it is by necessity, invincible.  It is absolutely powerful.  It is able to do what it claims to do.  It is incapable of being overcome or subdued.  It is so invincible that it requires many pictures to demonstrate that invincibility.  No one symbol of the Bible can communicate the whole.

Severn symbols of sacred Scripture — how the Bible represents itself to us.

1. The Word of God is a Sword that Pierces (Heb. 4:12-13)

It’s not a cutip that tickles; it is not a feather.  It is a sword.  If it is not a sword in your hand, you are not preaching the Word of God.

Four things the Word of God is — 

· It is the Word of God — it is God’s Word

· It is the living Word — it is alive.  The word za÷w is prominent; he is emphasizing particularly his life.  Every other book is a dead book; so this book is the most relevant book (Jn. 6:63).  It is more up-to-date than tomorrow’s newspaper.

· It is an active Word — it is full of energy.  This book is never flat.  It is always active throughout the world.  It never needs a rest.  Even while we sleep the Word does its work.

· It is sharper than any two-edged sword.  There is not a dull side in the Bible.  It cuts both ways.  Every verse in the entire Bible is razor sharp and can cut and make a penetrating cut.  

Note also four things the Word of God does — 

· It is piercing — it penetrates through the outward facades of men and women.  It plunges to the depth of the heart and the core of a man.  It gets beneath the surface of a man.  

· It is judging — there is the sufficiency of Scripture.  It is able to judge and critique perfectly the human heart.  It can render a divine verdict on the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  God looks on the heart.  It is the ministry of this sword to judge what no one else can see — the driving motives and deepest attitudes.

· God (v. 13) is able to see into the heart even before the Word is administered.  Through the Word we are able to see something of what God sees as He looks into our hearts.  The ministry of the Word exposes everything.  The Word of God strips us down and exposes us to the point of nakedness so that we are able to see ourselves as God sees us.  It strips away the fig leaves of our hearts so that we can see ourselves.

· It lays us bear — “to seize by the neck for killing.”  The Word of God renders the death blow to our sins — pride and self-sufficiency and all other sins.  The Word of God directs our accountability to God Himself.

As we administer the Word of God, this is our invincible tool — never enter the pulpit without it.  Put down all other plastic forks and butter knives and take up the sword of the Spirit.  You need the sword to pierce in your ministry.

2. It is a Mirror that Reveals (Js. 1:23)

Once the heart is opened up, the mirror of Scripture is shined on that man and gives self-knowledge by “telling it like it is” to those who look at it.  It gives revelation of what is in the inside.  There is a sense that we did not know ourselves until we read the Scriptures.

We need to hold up the mirror as we preach so that people can see themselves.  

3. It is a Seed that Regenerates and Reproduces (1 Pt. 1:23)

The Word of God becomes a new creature in Christ through this Word.  Note that Peter says both how we were not born again and how we were born again.  Like produces like — so an imperishable seed cannot produce and eternal life.  But this imperishable seed reproduces life in the heart of a man.  Through the living and enduring Word of God produces a living and enduring spiritual life.  It would be easier to grow oak trees by planting marbles than to produce eternal life in a man through a perishable seed.

It is by this inerrant, inspired Word of God that life comes.  If you sow a worldly message, you will reap a worldly church.  If you sow a living an enduring Word of God, then God (who alone can cause that seed to germinate) will use that Word to make a regenerate church.  “If we want conversions, then we must put more of God’s Word into our sermons.” (Spurgeon)
4. It is Milk that Nourishes (1 Pt. 2:2-3)

To crave is to intentionally desire and cry out for the milk of the Word.  This word is pure (inerrant).  Milk is digestible even by babies and antibodies to protect from disease and nutrients to stimulate growth.  The Scriptures are a growth stimulant.  None of us will live up to all the Word that comes into us, but none of us will grow beyond the Word that is given to us.

How shall a young man (or old man or old woman or teenager) keep his way pure?  By treasuring the Word of God in our hearts.  The Word of God is the means by which we will remain faithful to God.
5. It is a Lamp that Shines (Ps. 119:105)

We live in a very dark world.  It is becoming darker by the moment.  There are many dangers and perils of all who travel the narrow path that leads to life.  We need light to see our way.

The Word of God is a necessary lamp giving light to these travelers.  And the light shines brightest in the darkest part of the night and world.  As we live in this sinful and adulterous generation — living in an unprecedented time, it is the Word of God that leads the way.  Hold for the life as you preach (cf. Prov. 6:23; 2 Pt. 1).  The light is shining as we open the book and people see!

The lamp is a light to the feet.  It presupposes that the eyes see and heart is changed, but it is not effective until the shining light of the Word changes the way we live.  The inerrant Word gives infallible guidance.  (Spurgeon quote…)

Our church needs to be the brightest place in town, piercing the darkness.
6. It is a Fire that Consumes (Jer. 23:29)

The question the Lord asks is rhetorical — “Is not My Word like a fire?”  YES.  

This fire is intended as a negative.  It is a fire that consumes and burns up.  All that it comes in contact with that is resistant to the Word of God, it consumes.  The context points to false prophets (vv. 26-28, 30-32, 34).  God’s Word is like a fire that will consume all that is not built on the solid Word of God.  Jeremiah’s message is fire that will consume unbelief and all who do not turn to the Lord and repent.

This too is part of our message and opening this book.  The preaching of the book will leave people either on fire or in the fire; there is no mediating position in between.  It will consume all those who are in unbelief.  It is the hottest message this world has ever heard.  When you are called to preach, you are called to pray with fire.

7. It is a Hammer that Shatters (Jer. 23:39)

There is no force in the world that compares with the Word of God.  

This is another rhetorical question that demands a YES.  It is like a sledgehammer; little weak men stand in the pulpit and the yield a hammer that shatters pride and self-confidence of men who hear the message.  The false followers are hardheaded and hard-hearted, resistant to the truth of God, unresponsive to the things of God.  How will they ever be brought to humility before the throne of grace?  It is by this invincible weapon.  It breaks down all resistance.  It is harder than the hardest heart.  It smashes all things related to self and brings a man to a place of humility before God where he will find the grace and mercy he needs.

Stand in the pulpit, and take the Bible, lift it up. let it out, and let if fly!
