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The Use of Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:15
This use of Hosea by Matthew is very difficult and highly debated.  Why is this so difficult?

There are three difficult problems:

· The verse out of Hosea is a reference to the exodus — a past historical event.  How can Matthew convert the past event as a prophecy with a historical grammatical hermeneutic.

· The “Son” in Hosea is the nation, not an individual; how can Matthew apply it to an individual?

· Hosea 11:1 is quoted by Matthew when the family is going into Egypt, not out of Egypt; how is going into the land be a fulfillment, then?

CONTEXT:  In Hosea 11 the point is that the nation and particularly the prophets were not loyal to God — they had rejected His grace to go after idols.  However, God is going to exercise compassion and restore the people to Himself again (vv. 10-11).  

1. How Can the Historical Reference Be Made into a Prophecy?

In Numbers 23:22, 24; 24:8, 9 Moses uses the same phrase “out of Egypt” (Hos. 11:10-11).  In Num 23 it refers to the nation and in chapter 24 it refers to the leader of the nation.

How is the OT using the OT?  Hosea 11 is an allusion to Numbers 23-24.  Hosea is an end time exodus that is using a real exodus in Numbers.  The past exodus is a foreshadowing of the last, end-time exodus.  We call this typology — the first exodus is a type of the second exodus.

This is not the only time that Hosea refers to the past exodus in his book (cf. 2:15; 12:13; 12:9 [implied]; 13:4).  He also refers to a future exodus (7:11, 16; 8:13; 9:3, 6; 1:11; 11:5).  Hosea is immersed with the idea that a the past exodus is a foreshadowing of a future exodus.  And Matthew would have understood Hosea in this way; so he is simply following that hermeneutic.

Matthew’s use of Hosea 11:1 is typological.  God uses patterns in dealing with His people.

2. How is Going Into the Land of Egypt a Fulfillment of Coming Out of Egypt?

Matthew uses Hos. 11:1 to refer to the return of the people to Egypt (Hos. 11:5) and then their final removal from Egypt (Hos. 11:11).  That is, there are three movements in Hosea 11 — out of Egypt (v. 1), into Egypt (v. 5), and a second coming out in v. 11.  Matthew uses the reference here to denote all these movements.

3. How Can Matthew Apply the Reference to the Nation’s Exodus to an Individual?
Hosea 11 is building on Num. 23-24 where the removal from Egypt is both a reference to the nation and to the leader of the nation, so it is fitting for Matthew to use the reference to indicate Christ, the leader of the nation.

We see a similar pattern in Hos. 1:10 when it is quoted in Mt. 16:16 — an identification of the Messiah Jesus with His people.  What is true of them is true of Him.  

Since Israel disobeyed, Jesus has come to do what they could not do and did not do.

CONCLUSION:  Matthew was not using Hosea haphazardly — he was showing incredible sensitivity to what Hosea was doing in his book.  Context is king, again!
