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Inerrancy and Hermeneutics

2 Timothy 2:15
[Mohler spent several minutes drawing a connection between the interpretation of the U.S. Constitution and the interpretation of Scripture — both depend on the clear understanding of words and sentences — grammar and syntax.]

Inerrancy matters more than most people think.

And there are those who believe that correct interpretation of a text is impossible.  These are the kinds of people who before they came up with a new hermeneutic had already stopped believing the Bible.  There is great intellectual embarrassment with the Bible (e.g., Fosdick preaching lectures at Yale University — “the Bible is a problem…”).  

We need to ask the question, does inerrancy entail a specific hermeneutic?  The Chicago statement on inerrancy also includes a statement on hermeneutics — a historical, grammatical mode of interpretation is required by inerrancy.

To affirm inerrancy is to eliminate many options of biblical interpretation.

Twelve principles of hermeneutics for inerrantists:

1. When the Bible Speaks, God Speaks

This is an oracular book — it is God’s speech.  Our task is to hear God’s voice affirming the authorship and inspiration from God and God alone.  We are committed to what we might call a hermeneutic of submission.  We understand that the statement of inerrancy stands on verbal plenary inspiration.  We can’t treat the Bible as that which “contains” the Word of God, but we understand that it is the Word of God.
2. The Biblical Text Itself the Limits of Its Own Interpretation

We take the text as it is given to us; this is an affirmation of the sufficiency of Scripture.  We must interpret it in the form in which God gave it to us — we don’t look for many after the text, but the meaning is found in the text itself.  We are looking for the plain meaning of the text.

3. Scripture is to Be Interpreted by Scripture

This is the analogy of faith.  This is how the Scripture itself does it — the NT uses the OT in this way.  

4. The Biblical Text Addresses Us as Sentences (Words and Propositions)

Words are adequate conveyers of truth. The Lord who made us addressed us in words and we dare not suggest they are inadequate.  

5. The Canon Establishes the Limits of God’s Revelation…

The canon limits where we look for Scripture.  The canon is not arbitrary; and we need the canon.

6. The forms of Biblical literature are themselves necessary to the understanding of the Biblical text

We are given different forms of literature and we are to understand and interpret them according to those forms.  You don’t teach and interpret a parable as if it’s poetry; we don’t teach anything except by the way it is given to us.

7. No external authority can correct the Scripture in any respect

E.g., we don’t correct Scripture’s text according to archaeology.  Luther — “the norm of norms that cannot be normed.” 

8. Scriptural claims…

What the Bible says happened, happened.  It happened.

This is necessary because of things like the resurrection of Christ.  If the Scriptures aren’t reliable then things like the resurrection and our salvation are impossible.

9. Holy Scripture is to be read as a story that contains story

We believe in a biblical theology.

10. Our Confidence in the Bible is Unbroken

Everything that it claims is true.  It is unbroken in every respect — in its facts about the past and its promises for the future.

What it meant is what it means.  We are to seek the plain meaning of the text and affirm it.

11. Our understanding of the text is dependent on the Holy Spirit

The Bible is meant to be understood and received and obeyed.  

12. Our study and interpretation of the Bible is not an end in itself

Cf. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, which is followed by 1 Tim. 4:1ff — “preach the Word.”

The end of our hermeneutic is the knowledge of God and the Savior Jesus Christ, whom He has sent.  

The text does not preach itself; the hermeneutic leads to the homiletic.  We are the guide and declarer of the Word of God.  And that means we bear a hermeneutical responsibility — to be faithful to what God has said.

Cf. Jer. 23:28 — “Let him who has my Word bring it faithfully.”

