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Matthew 22:23-
An inerrant Bible demands expository preaching.  If every word is true, every word must be preached; otherwise you are editing God.

How important is the truth of life after death?  That would be the one most compelling question any religion ought to ask.  Religion is faced with that question as the reason for its existence.  Isn’t that the issue that is most important?  If not, what’s the point or morality, or ethics, or anything?

At the heart of Christianity is the resurrection:  Christ’s resurrection, resurrection living, bodily resurrection — it’s not anything temporal.  Resurrection is shedding anything temporal.  You have to be able to get rid of everything to grasp that which is eternal.  

God sent his Son so that we could have eternal life; that is the gospel.  Life starts in Eden and ends in Eden.  Our culture is obsessed with death and zombies and gothic dress — it’s evidence of a kind of nihilism — a rejection of everything.

The Jews were consumed with the resurrection — cf. the Apocalypse of Baruch and the Talmud and the OT (e.g., Ps. 16; Job).  There has always been in religion a necessity of life after death to give reason for religion.

Strangely, there grew up in the time of Christ a sect that rejected life after death — the Sadducees (Mt. 22:23; Acts 23:8).  These were highly influential aristocrats that made up the majority of the Sanhedrin; the Pharisees were the “populist theologians” — more popular with the masses.  These two groups were in opposition with each other.  Politically the Sadducees tried to ingratiate themselves to Rome — why not, since this life is all that they had.  They tried to please Rome, so they angered the masses.  

The Sadducees disappeared from power in A.D. 70; when Rome was no longer favorable to them, they were crushed.  

The Sadducees were very strict and very narrow; they were actually cruel in their application of the Law — Jospehus says they were the most savage in dealing with the people.   They prided themselves of being guardians of the true pure faith.  They interpreted the Mosaic Law more fastidiously than anyone else.  In the afterlife there are no penalties and no rewards, because there is no life.  They had no Messianic hope.  

But how could such a view arise with a literal interpretation of the Law?  Because they believed only in the infallibility of the Pentateuch; they claimed the rest of the OT was negotiable commentary on the Pentateuch.  And since they could not find the resurrection in the Pentateuch, they denied the resurrection.

The Pharisees were definite about the resurrection.  They debated whether men would be raised with or without clothes, and with the same physical defects they had on earth and that Jews would be raised in Israel.

Verse 23 — the Sadducees came to question Jesus.  They were not a significant part of His early ministry, but now they see Him as a threat; Jn. 11 — Caiaphas warned that He would threaten their relationship with Rome (and their power) so they needed to do something.

Acts says that they were also attempting to kill the apostles; Josephus says they killed James.  The Pharisees had never been able to trip them up, and so now they are going to attempt to introduce some absurd idea to mock Christ.

Teacher = “polished mocking.”  They throw flattery at Him to demonstrate His inadequacy.  So they quote from Dt. 25:5ff.  The Leverite marriage law was given for the protection of the family name and heritage (Ruth and Boaz was the most famous example of this).

The assumption of the Sadducees was that the resurrection included marriage.  It was an absurd propostion.

Notice Jesus’ answer:  you are mistaken…you are ignorant of Scripture…God’s power.  He discredits them.  Mistaken is middle voice (reflexive) — they are deceiving themselves.  They are roaming, floating, and away from Scripture.  Because they don’t know the Scripture, they don’t know the power of God — and they don’t know the power of God in relation to Scripture.  “God is not like you think He is…you don’t know how powerful God is.”

So Jesus helps them.  In heaven they neither marry nor are given in marriage…  There is no propagation in Heaven.  Sex, marriage, children — that’s for this life, not the one to come.  That’s a severe blow even for the Pharisees.  They are like angels — i.e., they don’t propagate and don’t have families.  (Remember that they also didn’t believe in angels.)  After death, the relationships become like angels.  

Cf. 1 Cor. 15:35ff — 
Verse 31 Jesus identifies their specific ignorance about the resurrection.  Then in v. 32 He quotes Exodus 3:6 — egw eimi — when that was spoken to Moses, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were all dead.  He didn’t say, “I was…” but “I am.”  He means “I have a relationship with them, and they have a relationship with Me.”  There is a personal individual distinct relationship with all three of these men.  He singles them out individually.  The God who granted righteousness to Abraham still cares for Abraham.  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.  

If you are going to convince someone of the importance of something, would you do that on the tense of a verb?  Christ did.  Do you think inerrancy matters?  Do you think the words matter?  

Verse 33 — the crowds were astonished.  Luke said some of the rabbis said, “you have spoken well.”  This new Rabbi from Galilee knows the text that proves the resurrection.  Astounding, marvelous, amazing.  This is our King.  This is Jesus, the great expositor.

