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Keith & Kristyn Getty (new hymn on Scripture was introduced)

“Let the Lion Out”

2 Timothy 4:1-5
The title is taken from Spurgeon’s sermon, “Christ and His Co-Workers.”

Paul is identifying the necessity that is laid on Timothy — Paul is leaving Ephesus and it is critical and of priority to Timothy to administer the Word of God — to let the lion out.  What Timothy believes about the Scriptures will be evident in his preaching.

Paul was reminding him of a truth that Timothy dare never forget.  The Scriptures are reliable, sufficient, and are useful to the man of God.

Paul had been deserted by all around him.  From a human perspective there was no guarantee that the fledgling church would continue into the next century.  Therefore it was critical that he continue in the preaching of the Word of God — preaching in a culture that was as confused as ours — so it was essential that he take up the charge of preaching that was both moral and doctrinal.

1. Timothy’s Charge (vv. 1-2)

Notice the solemnity of the charge — there is nothing inconsequential of it.  Men need to be awed into the discharge of their ministry (Matthew Henry).

Paul is urging Timothy to live his life and exercise his charge the way Paul did — in the light of Christ’s appearing and kingdom.  Timothy needed to do the same.  He would give an account — not to any man, but to the God whom he serves.  Knox feared the face of God so much that he feared the face of no man.  Paul lived in light of the then.  The prospect of then so impinges upon the now that it makes them different than they would have been otherwise.
It is a simple charge.  It is not hard to grasp.  It is the ministry of the Word.  It is to be exercised with the awareness that the Word of God accomplishes the work of God by the Spirit of God.  

That’s why preaching is culturally neutral.  Deuteronomy 4 — gather the people to me so that they may hear My words…  We, like Timothy, are to preach the Word and nothing but the Word.  “Preaching is in the shadows…[the church] does not believe in it…” 

There is no excuse for fearfulness or laziness in preaching (v. 2) — “when it’s convenient or inconvenient.”  Scripture will do what it does (3:16-17); it won’t always be comfortable, but it was always complete its work.

2. Timothy’s Challenge is Great (vv. 3-4)

People are wandering into myth.  

Timothy must be prepared for the times when people would not endure sound teaching.  They are interested in the speculative and spicy, seeking teachers who will tell them what they want to hear.  This was not unique to Timothy’s day; Isaiah knew of the same thing (Is. 30:8-11).  

The real challenge for most of us is not that we stop believing the Bible, but that we stop using the Bible.  People say today, “I’m a very spiritual person; I’m just not interested in the Bible.”  

“An appalling thing has happened in the land…”
3. Timothy’s Character (v. 5)

Here is a tall challenge, for what real ministry is all about.  This is a time to stay steady and complete the task.

A. Always be sober-minded.  He dare not fall asleep.  He must be vigilant and alert and endure and not susceptible to speculative notions.  

B. Endure suffering.  This is how Paul began the letter — to invite Timothy to suffer with him, and he spoke of his suffering throughout the letter.  There is a cost to proclaiming man’s sinfulness, guiltiness, and lostness, etc. You can’t do superficial worship and serious preaching at the same time.  

C. Do the work of an evangelist.  Paul is re-inforcing the call to preaching — “go on steadily preaching the gospel.”  Be known as a gospel man.  If you preach the Bible biblically every sermon will be evangelistic at least by implication.

D. Fulfill your ministry.  Keep going,  Finish the job.  Repay the debt.  Timothy had promised in his ordination to do these things.  Jesus promised the Father to pay a debt He did not owe.

“Facing a task unfinished…” (old hymn)

