Shepherds’ Conference
Ligon Duncan

March 3, 2015
7:30 p.m.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
Outline of the passage

· Don’t Stop Believing (v. 14)

· Remember Who Taught You the Scriptures (v. 14)

· You Have Been Acquainted with the Sacred Writings (v. 15)

· The Hebrew Bible Teaches Salvation by Grace through Faith (v. 16)

· What Scripture Is

· What Scripture is For

· What Scripture Does

Paul reminds Timothy, what the Bible is, what it is for, and what it does because he is exhorting him to live by the book and minister the book.

Paul doesn’t just tell Timothy to live by and minister the book — he tells him why.

Paul points to what the Bible is and what it’s for — and then if you look at chapter four, he reminds him, “remember who witnessed your ordination… — that’s the crowd that is looking on, Timothy:  God and Christ and Heaven…”  That is important for us to hear because we live in a world that for 200 years the primary assault on the Scriptures has been by the church.  

A few years ago president of PCUSA (?) said, “Sola Scriptura is dead.” 

All of us are going to have to decide if we are going to stand with Paul and Moses or with our contemporaries.  Paul here is saying what Jesus said…

Live by the Book because it comes out of God’s mouth, it is the most practical Book in the world and changes us.

1. What the Bible Is

Plenary inspiration — All Scripture — the Bible as a whole entity and totality; if every Scripture then it refers to every verse or passage in all its parts.  The essence is the same — there is no part of the Scriptures that is not from God; nothing can be denied.  
The genealogies are God-breathed; the depressing stories in Judges are God-breathed; all Scripture is God-breathed (not just John 3:16).

Verbal inspiration — it is God-breathed.  The very words are breathed out by God.  The writings (grafh) are inspired — the very words have their author and source in God.  Matthew 4:4 seems to be behind this passage.  Every Scripture is breathed out of the mouth of God.  Paul is saying what he learned from Jesus.  He is articulating Jesus’ view of the Bible.

Paul wants Timothy to know what this Word is that He is preaching — He wants him to have confidence in the Word.  When the world is gone off its rocker, “what are you going to do, Preacher?”  “I’m going to get up on Sunday and preach John…”

We believe the Bible is inerrant because it is inspired; it is not inspired because it is inerrant.  It’s truthfulness I because of what it is.  

2. What the Bible is For

Paul says that the Bible is profitable — useful, beneficial.  He is making a huge claim about the Bible.  It’s not just “relevant.”  It’s essential.  “Relevant” doesn’t say enough about what the Bible — it’s far more than just relevant.  It is profitable for four things:

It’s profitable for teaching — for imparting God’s truth.

It’s profitable for reproof — for warning.

It’s profitable for correction — for redirection, to live the way God calls us to live.

It’s profitable for training in righteousness — discipleship.

The Bible is the most beneficial book in the world.  That’s why the psalmist (Ps. 119)  keeps saying why he loves it so much!

3. What the Bible Does

The Bible shows us the way and life of godliness — it equips us for the Christian life.

It makes us wise for salvation — justification.

It makes us wise for every good work — sanctification.

From our conversion until our glorification, we will live in justification and sanctification, and that is what the Word of God does.

The Bible is totally sufficient for the Christian life.  It is possible to equip us for faith and life — for every good work.  Our work as ministers is not over until men and women are conformed to Christ.  We must not rest until we see right doctrine working out in holy living through a life of love (v. 17) — this is Paul mimicking the Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20).  Our job is to teach them to obey — our job is not done until they have been discipled to obey Christ.  And that is where our great challenge is in relation to the doctrine of Scripture.  “Ungodliness leads to heresy.” (Mark Dever)

