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Psalm 119
We don’t know the author of this Psalm:  perhaps (unlikely) David, perhaps Jeremiah.

Four questions to help us understand this psalm:

1. What is God’s Law?

It is more than the 10 commandments.  It is God’s Word — all of it.  It is what Jesus summarizes in the two great commandments.

2. What is God’s Word Like?

It is true (v. 29).  It is opposite of false ways.  Cf. 142, 151.  Even what we don’t know gives us ground to look to Him and trust Him.

It is good.  And that means that His truth (rules) are good.  There is nothing questionable about the way He promises salvation to us (cf. v. 68).  He is good; and He does good.

It endures forever.  God’s Word is from of old (v. 52).  In no sense is it failing.  It will not less than forever (v. 152).  We can barely think of something which doesn’t change; but for God, all His rules endure forever (v. 160).  

It is God’s Word.  Because God is true and good and eternal, then His Word is the same.  His Word is His emissary and ambassador.  Cf. v. 2 — to keep the Lord’s testimonies is to seek Him (cf. vv. 82, 137).  He is right and His rules are right.  The rules reflect Him (v. 151).  The Bible is not God, but apart from the Bible we could not know God as we do.  To attack the Word of God is to attack God and to honor the Word of God is to honor God.  Have you stopped to consider what God has given us in His Word?  By it we know God and His will.  
3. What Does God’s Word Do?

God does things through His Word.  Generally it entails blessing (cf. vv. 2, 135).  Blessing comes through begin taught God’s statutes.  

· God’s Word inspires awe (161). Also vv. 164, 171.

· God’s Word causes us to grieve over our sin (vv. 136, 53); studying God’s Word does not make us morally indifferent.

· God’s Word helps us to stay pure (vv. 9, 11).  God’s Word encourages holiness (v. 101).  This is what our Lord did — He quoted the Bible to Satan; why would we think that we need the Bible less than the Lord Jesus did?

· God’s Word gives hope to the hopeless — “I hope in your Word…”  Cf. vv. 111, 162, 165.  God’s Word gives understanding (vv. 105, 130, 66).  We need to pray this (v. 66).  This entire psalm is really just one long prayer (cf. vv. 27, 73, 29).  The psalmist seems to be aware that he might be inclined a different way, so he prays not to be given to “selfish gain.”  Why would we not spend our lives getting to know this better (v. 24).  The psalmist both trusts God and asks Him to trust Him more.  He looks to the past and sees God’s goodness (v. 93).  His Spirit has given us life and a taste for His Word.  His Word is His means to give spiritual life.

· God’s Word delivers us. 

4. How Should We Respond?

Five basic responses:

· Obey God’s Word.  Why would God give us His Word and not expect us to obey Him (v. 88)?

· Love God’s Word (cf. v. 14).

· Meditate on God’s Word (vv. 98, 148, 154, 172). 

· Trust God’s Word (v. 42).  

· Fear the God whose Word it is (v. 120).  God’s Word brings us into contact with God Himself and this wakes us up spiritually.  The sense of moral distance between us and God is seen more and more.  We are left with a true sense of the difference between God and us.  We regard His Word with the most profound respect.  We marvel at His love and mercy to us.  Psalm 111:10 says the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.

Psalm 119 is not just speaking about the Bible.  We do not just obey the written Word, but through the Word made flesh perfectly obeying God’s Law and becoming our righteousness (Heb. 1; Jn. 1).  It isn’t that we don’t obey God’s Word.  We do genuinely obey, though imperfectly.  That gives evidence of our trust in the One who did perfectly obey — the One who gave us His perfect righteousness.

Note vv. 1-2 — whose way has been more blameless than Christ or done it more perfectly than the Son of God?  Blessed should be His way.  But that’s not what happened to Jesus.  But His death was what His Word calls a curse.  What an irony.  There are foreshadowings of Christ in this psalm (vv. 99, 136, 53, 110, 95, 157, 143, 69, 61, 83-87, 121-124, 161, 75, 112, 107, 149, 153-154).

We are blessed, as we are in Christ, who was both blessed and cursed for us.
