Reformation Resources

Bainton, Roland H.  Here I Stand:  A Life of Martin Luther.  Reprint.  Peabody, MA.:  Hendrickson Publishers, 1977. 


This has long been the “classic” biography of Luther; while thorough, the language makes it somewhat difficult to read in places.

Busenitz, Nathan.  Long Before Luther:  Tracing the Heart of the Gospel from Christ to the Reformation.  Chicago:  Moody Publishers, 2017.

Catherwood, Christopher.  Five Leading Reformers:  Lives at a Watershed of History.  Ross-shire, Great Britain, 2002.


A discussion of Luther, Cranmer, Calvin, Knox, and Zwingli by a fine historian.

“Here We Stand.”  A 31-part series of articles on some of the key participants in the Reformation, published by Desiring God (www.desiringgod.org/topics/biography/articles).

Lawson, Steve.  The Heroic Boldness of Martin Luther.  Sanford, FL:  Reformation Trust, 2013.

Luther, Martin.  The Bondage of the Will.  Reprint.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Fleming H. Revell, 2003.  


While Luther was a prolific writer, this is considered his definitive work; it is a response to Erasmus’ work, On the Freedom of the Will.

Metaxas, Eric.  Martin Luther:  The Man Who Rediscovered God and Changed the World.  New York:  Viking, 2017.


This brand-new biography may become one of the more definitive works on the life of Luther.

Nichols, Stephen J.  The Reformation:  How a Monk and a Mallet Changed the World.  Wheaton, IL:  Crossway, 2007.

Piper, John.  The Legacy of Sovereign Joy:  God’s Triumphant Grace in the Lives of Augustine, Luther, and Calvin.  Wheaton, IL:  Crossway, 2000.


This is a concise overview of the lives of two of the key Reformers and one pre-Reformer.  It is also available for a free download at www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy.  Piper has also written another short biography on Luther entitled, Martin Luther:  Lessons from His Life and Labor (www.desiringgod.org/books/martin-luther).

Reeves, Michael and Tim Chester.  Why the Reformation Still Matters.  Wheaton, IL:  Crossway, 2016.


More than a history, this book addresses theological themes that were relevant to the Reformation and reveals the contemporary implications of those themes (things like justification, sin, grace, union with Christ, the sacraments, and the church).

Ryle, J. C. Five English Reformers [Hooper, Taylor, Latimer, Bradford, Ridley]. Reprint.  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1999.

Sproul, R. C.  “Luther and the Reformation” (audio and video series).  


Download the series for $5 at www.ligonier.org/store/luther-and-the-reformation-dvd/.

